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Advertiſement. 


HE Author having been 

aſked by a Friend, #9 
what great Perſonage he intended 
to dedicate his Book? anſwered, 


To the PUBLIC. 
At that grand Tribunal, 


from whole Sentence there can 
be no Appeal, he willingly 
ſubmits to be tried. And, as 
the Candour and Juſtice of 
that Court, has never yet been 
impeached; he ſhall moſt pa- 
tiently acquieſce to their Judi- 
cation, whether he is acquitted 
or condemned. 
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CHAP. I. 


d p NAH N T has hitherto been fo uſual for Bi- 
O ographers to give ſome Account of 
& I X the Anceſtors (at leaſt as far back as 
* the great Grandfather) of the Perſon 
WH} KH whoſe Hiſtory they are about to pub- 

liſh, that I fear the Reader will think 
it an unpardonable Fault in an Author who fits 
down to write his own Life and Adventures, 
without knowing with Certainty, any thing more 
of the Pedigree of his Family than the immediate 
Parents that produc'd him, 


In Excuſe for ſuch DefeQ, in a Work of this 
Kind, I ſhall give two Reaſons; the firſt is, that 
the traditional Account of our Family ſeems to 
myſelf ſo very improbable, that I would not at- 
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tempt to impoſe upon others, The ſecond, that 
tho” the good natured Part of the World might 
credit it, yet I ſhould make myſelf liable to the 
Charge of Vanity and Oftentation by relating it. 
A Reflection of all others, I have principally en- 
deavour'd to avoid. 


Let it ſuffice then, that I was born at Athens, 
much about the Time of that memorable Conten- 
tion between Neptune and Minerva for the naming 
of this City, in which the Jatter prevailed. My 
Mother whoſe Name was TRUTH, had been 
betroth'd the Year before to a Perſon of ſingular 
Gravity and Diſtinction, whoſe Name was WIS“ 
DOM ; but it ſo happened, or rather was ſo 
contrived, that a vain young Fellow, who had 
long paid his Addreſſes to my Mother unſucceſs- 
fully, lay in wait for WIS DOM on his return 
Home in the Evening before the Day of their in- 
tended Nuptials ; tripped up his Heels and con- 
fined him in a Cellar, where he was found the 
next Day, when he had the Mortification to hear 
that his Miſtreſs was married to his Rival WIT, 
who had deceived her and the Company preſent, 
by aſſuming the Air and Deportment of WIS. 
DOM, The Confuſion, Amazement and Diſ- 
traction of my Mother, upon the Diſcovery of 
this moſt horrible Cheat, may be more eaſily con- 
ceived than deſcribed, and I know not what might 
have been the Conſequence, if my Father had 
not, by a ſingular Preſence of Mind, which in- 
deed never fail'd him, inſtantly mitigated the firſt 
Tranſports of her Paſſion, * Madam, cried he, 
upon his Knees before her, © behold the moſt 
miſerable of all human Beings, —miſerable by 
making you ſo, but ſtill more wretched in hav- 
ing perpetrated this moſt horrid Crime againſt 
my own Inclination—believe me, Madam, how- 
ever paradoxical it may appear to you, I never 


loved you ! but hurried on by an unaccountable 
* hidden 


(9-9 
hidden Impulſe, which I muſt call divine, I 


have been driven to commit an Act my Nature 
ſhudders at—this is ſurely the Work of the 
Gods, who would not ſuffer WISDOM to 
be wedded to TRUTH, leſt the Offspring of 
ſuch a Conjunction might prove to be more 
than mortal, and excite Envy and Diſtraction 
throughout the Inhabitants of this Earth; 
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When He had done ſpeaking, the Chiefs and 
Elders of the City, among whom my Father had 
many Friends, ſurrounded my Mother, and hav- 
ing by their great Eloquence and Authority, con- 
vinced her that the young Man was really in- 
ſpired, and that the Gods muſt be obeyed ; ſhe 
bowed and became reconciled to her Fate. 
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* T tho' the good Diſpeſition of my Mother, 
and the Reverence and great Reſpect which 
ſhe conſtantly paid to all religious Ceremonies, 
hadlinduced her to receive, without murmuring, 
this young Man for her Huſband ; yet it was 
not likely that any true conjugal Felicity could 
poſſibly ſubfiſt between two Perſons ſo extremely 
oppoſite in their Natures, and different in their 
Principles; for my Father, who, as before has 
been hinted, was extravagantly vain, and fond 
of Flattery would frequently pervert the plain 
Meaning of Things, and even calumniate my 
Mother herſelf, in order to acquire the Reputa- 
tion of being what he called clever, This Paſſion 
for Admiration frequently carried him into bad 
45 Coinpanx, 
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Company, where the Needy and Profligate ex- 
pected always to be entertained by him, as a Re- 
ward for their noiſy Applauſe and empty Appro- 
bation of his Conduct. 


This kind of diſſipated Life, which very ſoon 
impaired his Health and impoveriſhed his For- 
tune, began to grow exceedingly irkſome to my 
Mother; and tho' ſhe was naturally eaſy in her 
Temper and patient under Afflictions, yet ſhe 
could not help, at Times, remonſtrating againſt 
his prepoſterous Behaviour; in doing which, ſhe 
ſeldom minced the Matter, but ſpoke her real 
Sentiments without any Equivocation or Difguile, 
It muſt be acknowledged however that this Sort 
of ingenious Reprimand muſt be infinitely provo- 
king to a Man, who had been flattered into a 
Belief that thoſe very Actions my Mother fo 
much inveighed againſt, were the moft brilliant 
Actions of his Life, In ſhort, each Day fur- 
niſhed new Matter for freſh Strife and Animoſity, 
and the domeſtic Altercation growing too loud 
to be concealed within the Walls of their own 
Houſe, the whole City rung of it. My Father 
and my Mother were then obliged to ſubmit their 
Cauſe to the Public, and each implored the Pro- 
tection of their Fellow Citizens, but with very 
unequal Succef:—My Father's Story being tricked 


up with all the Art and Elegance of Oratory, made 


my Mother's plain Tale, appear cold and uninie- 
reſting- My Father was juſtified and cleared by 
the very firſt People of every Charge that had 
been al!edged againſt bim—whilſt my poor Mo- 
ther durit not ſhew her Face abroad for ſome 
Time afterwards— By this Means my Father ob- 
tained a Divorce, according to the Forms of Law 
in that Country, a few Months before I made my 
Appearance into the World, 


CHAP. 
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HAVE ſaid in the foregoing Chapter that 


my Mother durſt not thew her Face abroad 
for ſome Time, fearing that ſhe might be inſulted 
by the Populace, who had been violently incenſed 
againſt her, by the cruel Inſinuations of my Fa- 
ther—Notwithſtanding this very diſagreeable Si- 
tuation, ſhe kept up her Spirits, and comforted 
herſelf with the Hopes that ſhe ſhould ſooner or 
later regain her former good Character, and tri- 
umph over all her Enemies—She was not de- 
ceived ; for Providence that directs all Things to 
their right End, very ſoon brought about and ac- 
compliſhed her utmoſt Wiſhes; and that by a 
Means the moſt agreeable in the World to my 
Mother—It ſeems, that, on the very Day of my 
Mother's unhappy Marriage, WISDOM fer 
out upon a Tour thro' Egypt, as well to divert 
and ſhake off his Mind, that Chagrin and Me- 
lancholy which ſo ſevere a Diſappointment muſt 
have occaſioned, as to avoid the Snecrs and 
Scoffs he might naturally exvect from an infatua- 
ted Multitude. 


The News of my Father's Divorce had no- 


ſooner reached ght, thin WISDOM fet out 
upon his Return to Athens; where he arrived 
on the Day, and, as I have been told, almoſt at 
the very Moment of my Birth, Decency, of 
which WISDOM was a ſtrict Obferver, ob- 
liged him to decline his intended Viſit to my 

; Mother, 
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Mother, until that Time, which Cuſtom had 
preſcribed and the moſt intimate Friends had ne- 
ver ventured to violate, was elapſed. 


It will be proper here to mention, that before 
his entering the City, he had diſguiſed his Per- 
ſon in ſuch a Manner, as not to be diſcovered by 
the moſt accurate Obſerver ; and therefore paſ- 
ſed unnoticed to his own Houſe ; where he was 
informed by his truſty female Domeſtic P R U- 
DENCE, of the Situation my Mother was 
then in, and that my Father had declared him 
(WISDOM) dead; and of which he had 

iven a moſt entertaining and circumſtantial Ac- 
count. WISDOM, who was not at all diſcon- 
certed or ſurprized by the Manceuvres of Wait, 
determined to remain quiet and ſecret at Home 
till he had an Interview with my Mother; which 
happened, as will be ſecn in the following Chap- 
ter, ; 
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HOUGH WIS DO lM's Return was 
intirely unknown to the People of Athens, 
yet FRUDENCE, with whom my Mother had 
kept up a conſtant Correſpondence during his 
Abſence, had given her the earlieſt Information 
of his Arrival, and his Intention of renewing his 
former Intimacy, - Nothing could be more cordi- 


ally received by my Mother than this News, nor 


cid Father TIME, who always lingers with 
ihe abſent and flies with the preſent Lover, ever 
in 
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in her Opinion, limp along ſo ſſowly as upon this 


Occaſion ; at length, however, this dreary Month 


expired, and the long- expected Viſitor appeared, 
— Here, gentle Reader, ſtop for a Moment, and 
figure to yourſelf, if you can, the firſt Emotions 
of the Mind, which ſuch an Interview, between 
two ſuch Perſons, muſt excite—gueſs likewiſe, if 
you can, at my Mother's delicate Feelings, thus 
circumitanced, and in her weak State ſo unable 
to ſupport it, and then forbear, if thou can'ſt, 


to commiſerate the unhappy Situation of ſo ainia- 


ble a Couple, 


As all Deſcription muſt fall far ſhort of what 
the ſenſible Reader will ſuggeſt to himſelf upon 
theſe tender Trials of our Humanity ; I will beg 
Leave to throw a Veil over their preſent Suffer- 
ings, and come to that Point of Time wherein 
WISDOM found it abſolutely neceſſary to break 
this dreadful Silence; who, qualified, as he was 
ſuppoſed to be, for the moſt arduous Underta- 
kings, found Occaſion for all his Fortitude and 
Philoſophy to collect and ſupport himſelf in this. 
Suppoſe then my Mother recovering from that 
Trance-like State, in which ſhe had remained 
for ſome Minutes, opening her Eyes, and WIS“ 
DOM his Mouth, who addreſſes her in the fol- 
lowing Words, 


* Madam, I rejoice extremely to ſee thoſe Eyes 
opened, which I greatly feared were cloſed for 
ever.—Let me conjure you to be comforted, — 
be aſſured, that, if my ſincereſt Regard and 
Eſteem can contribute to your Happineſs, you 
| have it, —you always had it,—even from the 
earlieſt Dawn of Reaſon, 1 contemplated your 
Virtue, and was never perfectly eafy when I 
loſt Sight of you.— Ves, Madam, though the 
Gods have not permitted us the Happineſs of 
being joined together by the ſacred Ties of Ma- 
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trimony, yet, by thoſe Gods I ſwear, to pre- 
lerve an eternal Friendſhip for you and your 
Poſterity ; and, as an immediate Earneſt of 
my future Intentions, I beg you will permit me 
to adopt, from this Moment, the Infant Child 
you have been ſo lately delivered of; who, 
though he be the Son of my mortal Foe, is itil! | 
the Off-ipring of my Favourite TRUTH.” 2 
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CHAP. V. F 
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HEN WIS DO M had done ſpeaking, 

my Mother, with a Countenance full of 
Content, and adorned with an in- effable Smile ' 

of Approbation and Gratitude, inclined her Body 3 

gently and ſaid, can you forgive me, good Sir! 3 

loaded as ] am already with Obligations to qu; 1 

* if I with to add to them by begging you would. 

* ſuffer your Maid PRUDENCE, whom I know : 

i * you do not chuſe to part with, to nurſe and , 

i * educate my Child, in order to make him more 

c 


* 


i * worthy of your Notice and Eſteem, —WISDOM 
having had this in Contemplation before my Mo- 


ther mentioned 1t, granted her Requeſt without 
the leaſt Heſitation. | 


tire Satisfaction of both Parties; the next mate- th 
rial Object of their Conſideration, was the Re- 
eſtabliſhment of my Mother's Character, a Thing, 


| 
| Theſe principal Points being ſettled to the in- _ 
| 
| 


* 
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| they imagined, not ſo eaſily accompliſhed, when 
1 they conſidered, how vilely her Conduct had been 
| mif-repreſented by my Father and his Adherents. 
It — In a Matter of fuch Conſequence, it was thought 


| | proper 
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proper to have a Conſultation with their beſt 
Friends and neareſt Relations; among the latter, 
was a Couſin-German of WISDOM's,—a Perſon 
poſſeſſed of quick Parts and a lively Imagination 
{ſruitiul in Expedients, and rapid in the Execu- 
tion of every Project which a Redundancy of 
Ideas never failed to ſupply.---He was indeed, 
rather negligent of his own Family Affairs, but 
was very willing and ready to ſettle thoſe of 
others. —He had an excellent Knack at reconcil- 
ing Paradoxes, and had a great Contempt for all 
Things that wanted no Explanation, 


This Gentleman, whoſe Name was GENIUS, 
intruded himſeif into the Confultation, and tho” 
his Opinion was not aſked, he was the firſt to 
give it,—which he did in the following Man- 
NCT, 


* It gives me an in- expreſſible Pleaſure, my 
* good Friends, at this critical ConjunQure, 
* when I find you fo embarraſſed, that ] ſhould 
thus fortunately happen to fall in amongſt you, 
Alt has been the Buſineſs of my Life to ſerve 
Mankind by reQtifying Miſtakes, clearing up 
« perplexed Points, banii hing Error, and concili- 
* ating the mot inveterate Differences betwixt 
Man and Man, I thall therefore proceed to give 
my Advice in this Affair, without further Cere- 
* mony.-—-My Opinion then is, that this Lady 
* ſhouid not at firtt venture to ſtir out of her own 
© Houſe without a Maſk, for.'—-For what? inter- 
rupted my other, with fo ſtern a Countenance, 
that GEN Us with all his Effrontery, was, for 
a ſew Moments, ſtruck dumb, 
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ADAM, reſumed GENIUS, permit 

me only to give my Sentiments freely 
andi without Interruption; then blame me it 
you can, In the firſt Place, I take it for grant- 
ed that your going abroad for the Air, is a 
Thing abſolutely neceſſary on Account of your 
Health, I ſuppoſe it is needleſs to tell you 
that I am an old and intimate Acquaintance of 
your late Huſband---that I am very frequently 
with him, and that he ſeldom does any Thing 
of Moment, without conſulting me; be aſſur'd 
then, Madam, that he bears you no good Wilt 
--- that he has Deſigns againſt you, and that he 
is at this very Inſtant meditating but the 
Rules of Friendſhip forbid a plainer Diſcovery ; 
I think I have already ſaid enough to prove, 
that, without ſome Overtures for an Accom- 
modation, it would not be fafe for you to ven- 
ture Abroad without a Maſk.” 


1 
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At the Repetition of the Word Maſk, my Mo- 
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ther's Colour went and came ; which WISDOM 


B 
— — —L— 


| perceived ; and tooking upon his Kinſman as 
| little better than a Spy amongſt them, accoſted 
him thus: We were ſufficiently acquainted, Sir, 

| with the evil Intentions of your Friend towards 
| this Lady, before we had the Pleaſure of ſeeing 
| you ; therefore cannot think ourſclves obliged 
to you for your Information---your Method for 
| defeating his Intentions, is certainly the moſt 
| b effectual Way of carrying them into ; 
1 oy or 
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for Nothing can be a ſtronger Mark of Guilt 
than Diſguiſe, of which your Friend would 
preſently avail himſelf-— your Propoſal of an 
Accommodation, we reje& with Scorn----in 
ſhort we are ſorry you have given yourſelf and 
us ſo much Trouble, to fo little Purpoſe---I 
have but one Word more to ſay, which I hope 
you will always remember ; that Advice un- 
aſked, is always ill received.” 


GENIUS finding that the Duplicity of his Be- 
haviour had diſcovered the Trap which he was 
about to lay for my Mother; thought it was high 
Time to depart ; which he did immediately, but 
with a counterfeited Air of Satisfaction. He 


flew directly to my Father, who was waiting with 


Impatience for his Return, and very anxious to 
know the Reſult of his Embaſſy. He did not 
wait long for it —GENIUS without fitting down, 
and half out of Breath as he was with running 
thither, very ſoon communicated the Whole that 
had paſſed at my Mother's Houſe, and indeed a 
good Deal more, for having a violent Propenſity 
to Talking, and a great Facility in his Delivery; 
he could ſeldom confine his Narration within the 
narrow Limits of a plain Matter of Fact; ſo in 
this Place, he dwelt much upon the fine Things 
he had faid of my Father; and the many Argu- 
ments he had uſed to bring about a Reconciliati- 
on ; without hinting a Syllable that he had be- 
trayed him, by declaring his evil Intentions againſt 
my Mother ; a Circumſtance of all others that he 
was Charged not to mention a Title of. For my 
Father finding, by this Time, that my Mother 
and her Friends began to gain Ground of him in 
the Opinion of the World, wiſh'd for Nothing 
more earneſtly than the Appearance, at leaſt, of 
being upon good Terms with her. This Expec- 
tation he ſaw intirely fruſtrated by the Inditcre- 

tion 
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tion of GENIUS, whom he found WISDOM 


had been too many for, 
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CHAP, VII 


N this Chapter, before I proceed any further, 

Methinks, it will not be improper to obviate 
an Objection which the ſagacious Reader may na- 
turally enough make to the Probability of this 
Part of my Hiſtory. 


How is it poſſible, ſays the Critic, that a 
* Perſon ſhould be able to give an Account of 
the Tranſactions which happened in his Family 
forty Years before, and at the Time he was an 
Infant of a Month old—I ſay forty Years be- 
fore; for ſurely he could not be leſs when he 
began to write his own Life—l will allow you, 
that, after he grew up, he might have been in- 
formed of all the material Occurrences, and 
perhaps ſome private Anecdotes of his Family 
and Friends—but he is not content with that, 
truly, but has the Aſſurance to give you every 
minute Circumſtance——every Converſation, 
even to the very Words of the Speaker, that 
paiſed upon ſuch and ſuch Occaſions——ri- 
diculous—abſurd to the greateſt Degree.” 
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In Anſwer to this heavy Charge brought 
againſt me, I muſt beg leave to remind the 
Reader, that WISDOM's Maid PRUDENCE, 
was aſſigned to me as my Nurſe. She was a 
very good Sort of Woman, and was remarkable 


for being the firſt Female who ever kept a regu- 
lar 
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lar Diary of her own Actions, and of thoſe with 
whom the was connected. Many Ladies ſince 
have attempted it, but their Regiſters never ex- 
ceeded a Fortnight—God knows why—P R U- 
DENCE continued her's to the Day of her 
Death—my Mother contributed every Thing in 
her Power to make it intereſting—and I am only 
the faithful Tranſcriber of their Memoirs. 
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HAF. VIII. 
1 LEFT my Father in the ſixth Chapter, 


very much chagrin'd and out of Humour, with 
his Friend GENIUS, He found upon croſs- 
examining him, that, inſtead of conciliating Mat- 
ters, he had made the Breach much wider than 
ever. And as my Father had been frequently 
deceived and drawn into Scrapes by him upon for- 
mer Occaſions, he could not help reproaching 
himſe\f for having truſted him again in this. How- 
ever, notwithſtanding the Dilemma he was then 
in, and the Difficulty he foreſaw of ever gaining 
Credit with my Mother ; he was ſtill determined 
not to give it up without making one other Ef- 
fort; and therefore reſolved upon writing my 
Mather the following Letter. 


* Madam, 

* I F a Confeſſion of One's Crime be the firſt 

* Step towards. an Amendment, and Repentace 
* the ſacred Road to Forgiveneſs ; 1 here ſolemn- 
ly declare the Former, and I ſtrongly feel the 
* Latter —My Crime, Madam, is of the worſt 
Complexion, by being committed againſt the 
* beſt 
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© beſt Woman in the World. —If you give any 
* Credit to my Friend, (whom I muſt now call 
my Evil GENIUS, ) I fear you will doubt 
every Thing that comes from me. And yet 
ſhould I ever deviate from the Profeflions I am 
about to make; this Paper will be a confound- 
ing Teſtimony againſt me; as it is meant to 
avow, that my future Life ſhall be employed to 
pay the Price of your preſent Pardon, Till 
then I remain the wretched 

| 2 8: Ke 


GENIUS, who, while my Father was 
writing, was looking over his Shoulder, marched 
off full of Rage and Reſentment for ſuch an Af- 
front put upon him; but he flattered himſelf, 
that the following Billet, which he immediately 
diſpatched "to my Mother, would turn the Ta- 
bles in his Favour, 


Madam, 

* Before this kiſſes your lands you muſt have 
received a Letter from my Friend WIT, 
full of Contrition for paſt Vices, and ſolemn 
Aſſurances of future Amendment,—you will 
find too, what Lengths I have gone to ſerve 
him, by ſuffering him to ſacrifice my Character 
to recover his own —This I willingly conſent- 
ed to; truſting to Time to clear all theſe 
Matters up. ;—but, would you think it, Ma- 
dam ? as foon as he had ſent away his Letter, 
he ſaid with a Sneer, I hope this Scheme nwill 
take; and if JI once get her in my Power, let 
her looꝶ tot, I could not let this Piece of Hy- 
pocriſy paſs, without acquainting you with 
it; to whom J am ſure it muſt be as ſhocking, 
as it is to 


a. a Q@ MH mm © 


= aA a4 .4D a @e. So 4. © 


Madam, 
Your devoted 
GENIUS. 
My 


My Mother, who was all Goodneſs herſelf, 
and never better pleaſed than when ſhe found 
a Reformation in others, muſt neceflarily feel 
great Satisfaction in the Peruſal of my Fa- 
ther's Letter: but how aſtoniſhed was ſhe, upon 
reading the Billet from GENIUS, which 
followed cloſe upon the Heels of the other ! ſhe 
read it over and over, and every Time with more 
Perplexity, * Could any Man make ſuch a Re- 
* queſt of another? or could any Man grant ſuch 
© Requeſt? give up his Reputation to ſerve his. 
* Friend ? impoſſible ! Yet, how could GENIUS 
© know the Contents of my late Huſband's Let- 
© ter, if he had not been conſulted upon it ;— 
* Tis quite a Riddle to me.“ Here ſhe threw 
down the two Letters, and reclining her Head 
upon her Hand, grew filent and thoughtful ; 
when WISDOM, according to his uſual Cuſtom, 
made his Appearance, who perceiving an Anxiety 
in the Countenance of my Mother ; enquired the 
Cauſe of it. My Mother, without anſwering, | 
pointed to the Letters upon the Table, which «@ 
he took up, and read carefully over; and while 
he was ſo doing, my Mother * her Eyes fixed 
upon him, in hopes to diſcover his Sentiments by 
his Looks. — After WISDOM had done reading, 
he ſaid, Madam, do not make yourſelf — 
about the apparent Contradictions which theſe 
Letters contain, — tis not in my Power with 
any Degree of Preciſion to aſcertain how the 
true Fact ſtands: but I verily believe, that the 
Proteſtations of your late Huſband are ſincere ; 
and that my Kinſman GENIUS has, by ſome 
Means or other, had a Sight of his Letter with- 
out his Knowledge, before it was ſent away ; 
—if my Conjecture is right, it will fully ac- 
count for the Perfidy of GENIUS, and juſtify 
the Sincerity of WIT.—At all Events, Madam, 
I would adviſe you to be merciful in your 
| Anſwer, and to forgive all paſt Offences, 2 
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he never can have it in his Power to hurt yeu 
more ; and I would likewiſe incloſe a Copy of 
GENIUS's Letter to ſhew your Contempt of 
it, and to convince him that you place. ſome 
Dependence on his Promiſes, My Mother, well 


pleaſed with every Thing that he directed, took 
her Pen and wrote the following Anſwer, which 
WISDOM dictated, 
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*<IMMEDIATELY after the Receipt 
of your Letter, I had one from your Friend 
GENIUS, of which the Incloſed is a Copy.— 
If I could have given Credit to what he 
charges you with, think what muſt have been 
my Opinion of you—l very readily grant your 
Requeſt—and I aſſure you that I have more 
Pleaſure in forgiving the Injuries againſt me, 
than you had in committing them.—In my 
Turn, I have a Favour to aſk of you. — The 
Boy who is the Fruit of our unhappy Marri- 
age, I ſhould like to have the intire Poſſeſſion 
of; at leaſt till he is old enough to judge and 
chooſe properly for Himſelf, —This you will 
not—cannot refuſe me. For as you frankly 
owned on the Day of our Nuptials, that you 
never had the leaſt Affection or Regard for the 
Mother ; ſo it cannot be ſuppoſed that de- 


priving you of the Child, can be any Mortifi- 


cation, I am (with Reſpet) | 
S 1 R, 
Your's, Cc. 
TRUTH. 
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P. 8. Whatever may have been the Motive 
that provoked GENIUS to take this Step 
againſt you, remains with you to unriddle : 
But however criminal he may appear to be 
upon Examination, yet when you cooly conſi- 
der what I have condeſcended to overlook in 
* yourſelf, I ſhould think, and almoſt wiſh, that 
* you will be inclined to pardon a Brother in 
# Iniquity,” 


My Father, who was a Man of very quick 
Feelings and great Senſibility, had no ſconer read 
the two firſt Lines of my Mother's Letter, than 
he let it fall from his Hands, and began to peruſe, 
with great Eagerneſs, that of GENIUS, which 
flung him into ſuch violent Agitations, that he 
ſtamped about the Room like a Madman,—ſwore 
he would put him to Death inſtantly ; and was 
actually ruſhing forth precipitately to execute 
this raſh Reſolution, when be providentially hap- 
pened to kick my Mother's Letter before Sup he 
he took it up and read it haſtily over, without 
ſeeming to underſtand it ; but a ſecond Reading 
began to calm the Fury of his Paſſion, which the 
Poſtſcript intirely ſubdued, The Fit of Rage 
being over, he ſet himfelf down to conſider very 
diſpaſſionately what Method he ſhould purſue, in 
ſo delicate and complicated a Circumſtance ; and 
after racking his Brain for ſame Time, and tortur- 
ing the Subject into all the Shapes his Imagina- 
tion could ſuggeſt ; he at laſt on der. upon 
what will be found in the next Chapter. 
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Y Father upon cool RefleQion, had ma- 

ny Reaſons for not breaking with his 
Friend GENIUS, In the firſt Place, my Mother 
ſeemed to make my Father's Forgiveneſs of him, 
a Preliminary to the intended Peace of the Fa- 
mily : beſides that, if GENIUS was not to be 
included in the Treaty, he would certainly invent 
ſome Plot to prevent its taking Place, But the 
Reaſon, of all others, which weighed moſt with 
my Father, was, that he had been very buſy for 
ſome Months paſt, in writing a dramatic Piece, 
which, the circumſcribed Situation of his Finan- 
ces, obliged him to bring upon the Stage as ſoon 
as poſſible, He had carried it on with great Spi- 
rit and Propriety, and much to his own Satis- 
faction, till he came to the Winding-up of the 
Fable, or what is called the Cataſtrophe of the 
Play. Here he ſtuck faſt, and wanted the Aſ- 
kſtance of his Friend to get him out;—he re- 
ſolved therefore to make GENIUS a Viſit 
forthwith ;—he found him at Home full of Gaiety 
and good Humour as uſual, The Converſation 
that paſſed between them upon this Occaſion, I 
find in the Diary of PRUDENCE, under the 
form of a Dialogue, as follows, 


Genius, Well, have you had any Anſwer to 
your Letter yet from Madam Stiff- 
Rump 


Wit, 
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Wit, Yes, I have; and ſuch a one, as I neither 
expected nor deſerved, 


Genius, Perhaps you are very unreaſonable in 
your ExpeQations, 


Wit, No faith, juſt the contrary, —ſhe is cer- 
tainly the beſt Woman in the World, 
or ſhe never could have forgiven us 
both, 


Genius, Both !—what do you mean? I am ſure 
I never put it in the Power of the 
Creature to 


* 


Wit, To expoſe you—read her Anſwer, but 
firſt let me aſſure you, that I come not 
here to reproach you for your Infidelity 
to me—no, my Letter, (which ſome 
how or other you muſt have ſeen) was 
a ſufficient Provocation let every 
Thing paſt be forgot—I only entreat 
one Favour of you ; which is, that you 
will immediately wait upon TRUTH, 
—explain this myſterious Buſineſs—and 
apologize properly for the whole, 


(Here the Dialogue ends, and the Hiſtory pro- 


ceeds thro'.) 


GENIUS read the Anſwer—bluſhed for the 
firſt Time threw his Arms about my Father's 
Neck, and promiſed to execute the Commiſſion 
with great Punctuality. 


GENIUS performed his Promiſe the next 
Day ; but I do not find any Particulars entered 
in the Diary, of what paſt at this Interview, more 
than that he was received with great Civility by 

Vor, I, B my 
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my Mother and WISDOM—that a general Act of 
Oblivion in regard to all Differences, was agreed 
to— that my Father had conſented to give me up 
to my Mother, for which GENIUS was to be 
Guarantee, and that an early Day was appointed 


for the Ratification of thoſe Preliminaries by my 
Father, 
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FF I had any other Intention, by this Work, 
than that of being eſteemed a faithful Narrator 
of Matters of Fact. If J had any Deſign or 
Inclination to follow the Example of my Prede- 
ceſſors, thoſe Authors who write for preſent Pay 
and good Quarters; whoſe Lucubrations are va- 
lued by Meaſurement ; and like the Operators in 
Brick and Mortar, are paid by the Rod—I fay, 
if this were my View, I have here a fair Oppor- 
tunity of filling up a Page at leaſt, with the Ce- 
remonial of my Father's firſt Vifit to my Mother. 
But as I find no Voucher for this in the Diary, it 
would not be confiſtent with the Character I pro- 
feſs, to make Words amongſt Friends, "Theſe four 
Perſonages being met, vis. my Father, Mother, 
WISDOM and GENIUS—the uſual Compliments 
over—and the Buſineſs, which brought them to- 
gether, ſettled to the Satisfaction of all Parties; 
their Hearts began to glow with an uncommon 
Warmth, and Profeſſions of Friendihip paſſed 
on all Sides—there was an Openneſs in their 
Countenances, a Freedom in their Expreſſions, 
and a Delicacy in their Sentiments, which the 
Reader (if he has ever quarrelled with his Friend 
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41 
and made it up again) * eaſily conceive with- 
out my Aſſiſtance, My ather, after the firſt 
Emotions of the general Joy were pretty well ſub- 
ſided, took an Opportunity to introduce his fa- 
vourite Subject of Converſation, the Theatre. 
Upon this Topic he diſplayed his Talents to the 
greateſt Advantage — he criticiſed and reviled all 
the Performances that had been exhibited for 
ſome Years, in which he was ſtrongly joined by 
his Friend GENIUS; and after they had ex- 
hauſted all their Raillery upon the Modern Wri- 
ters: my Father addreſſing himſelf to WISDOM 
ſaid, Sir, I have wrote a Comedy, which indeed 
is not yet finiſhed, but—pray, Sir, ſays WIS- 
DOM, what may be the Subject of it? The 
Subje&—the Subject, replied my Father, why I 
told you it was not yet finiſhed, therefore can't 
explain myſelf upon that Point—not that I think 
the Subject material; but for Dialogue, Senti- 
ment, Brilliancy of Expreſſion and Repartee, I 
think this will be a Maſter-piece, Ha! GENIUS 
—it will do, it will do, cried GENIUS. I don't 
know, ſays WISDOM, how to anſwer you with- 
out reading your Piece ; but as Comedy is a Re- 
reſentation of human Life, in which the Foibles, 
Follies, and Vices of Mankind ſhould be rjdiculed 
and diſcountenanced, I am of Opinion, that the 
Dialogue ſhould be eaſy and unaffeted—the Sen- 
timent ſuch as the Perſons repreſented may be 
thought capable of---and the Language free from 
that unnatural Brilliancy of Expreflion and Repar- 
tee which you ſeem ſo delighted with, Laſtly, 
the Subject, or rather, the Fable ſhould be in- 
tereſting ; otherwiſe it may be more properly 
called a Converſation than a Comedy, At this 
Period my Mother, who never liked any Thing 
that was fabulous, grew tired of the Diſpute, 
and withdrew, So that PRUDENCE could 
make no Record of 1 paſſed in her 3 
2 w—Al 
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All we know of the Matter is, that my Mother 
upon entering the Room juſt before their De- 
parture, found them all in good Humour, 
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this Time my Mother, thro' the Conduct 

and Encouragement of her good Friend 
WISDOM, had recovered her Health and Spirits 
—was viſiting daily, and viſited by the moſt re- 
ſpeQable People of the City. She had ſtill many 
Eenemies, particularly amongſt the Female Part 
of the World, who were not made ſo by any 
Mal-PraCttices of my Father—for Inſtance, all 
thoſe Ladies who were diametrically oppoſite to 
her in their Principles, Manners, and Faſhions, 
could not bear her—When ſhe went to public 


Places, ſhe was indeed neat and clean as Hands 


could make her; but then her Dreſs was plain 
even to a Proverb—ſhe was rather low 1a her 
Stature, which ſubjected her frequently to be 
overlooked in large Aſſemblies; but when ſhe 
was ſound out, her greateſt Enemies could not 
help pronouncing her beautiful. She had been 
accuſtomed ſo to the Calumnies of the World, 
that ſhe heard them with the greateſt Indiffer- 
ence—and yet there was a Piece of Scandal 
thrown out againſt her at this Time, which, tho? 
groundleſs as the Reſt, reflecting upon her Ho- 
nour, ſeemed to touch her nearly—Indeed it 
gives me Pain to recite an Anecdote of my Mo- 
ther which probably would have ruined any 
other Woman in the World but herſelf but the 
Dignity of Hiftory requires it.—Be it known 

then, 
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then, That there was a certain fine fantaſtic Lady 
w ho thought ſo well of herſelf, that ſhe ſuppoſed 
every Perſon that ſaw her was her Admirer, and 
in this Diſpoſition of Mind, imagined that ſhe 
might pick and chooſe a Partner for Life where- 
ever ſhe pleaſed. At length this ſame Lady, 
whoſe name was VANITY, took it into her 
Head to throw out the Lure of Invitation to 
WISDOM, not that ſhe had the leaſt Paſſion for 
him; but ſhe flattered herſelf that ſuch an Alli- 
ance would raiſe her Character and give her vaſt 
Superiority over her own Sex, WISDOM faw 
the Bait ; but he behaved with ſuch Coldneſs as 
amounted to a Refuſal Her Boſom ſwelled 
with Reſentment, and her Faculties were in- 
ſtantly at Work to be revenged of him. It has 
been obſerved by various Authors, that Inventi- 
on ſeldom fails the Females upon theſe Occaſions. 
VANITY conceived. a Notion of killiag two 
Birds with one Stone, by including my Mother, 
(whom ſhe never liked) in her Plan of Revenge. 
For this Purpoſe, ſhe preſently forged a plauſible 
Tale with Variety of Circumftances, all tenCing 
to corroborate the Veracity of the Fiction, ot 
which the Sum total was, that tho* WISDOM 
aud TRUTH were not really married, yet there 


wanted nothing but the Ceremony to make then 
Man and Wite, 


I fay, my Mother was at firſt hurt at this Slan- 
der, but it did not laſt long, for when it was 
once known that WISDOM had rejected the Of- 
fer of VANITY, it was Giſcovered ro be the 
mere Invention of enraged and diſappointed W o- 
man. If my Mother had been capable of Reſent- 
ment, or had the leaſt Tin&ture of Malice in her 
Compoſition, the Incident that happened ſoon 
after, muſt have furniſhed the greateſt Matter of 
Triumph. 
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Not long after the Town had been ſet right, 
in regard to the foregoing Particular, a Boy, 
about four Years old, arrived in this City, from 
a very diſtant Part of the Country, where he 
had been nurſed and brought up with great Pri- 
vacy, but was now carried to the Houſe of 
VANTTY, who undertook the Care of him (as 
ſhe ſaid) for a Relation, whoſe Child he was. 
The Boy was exceeding lively and active, and 
with-all played ſo many comical Tricks, that ſhe 
gave him the Nick-name of Monkey, tho? his real 
Name (as it afterwards turned out) was HU- 
MOUR——He had ſomething ſo inexpreſſibly 
ridiculous in his Countenance, that no one could 
behold him without laughing. In ſhort, every 
Body was fond of the Boy, my Father in parti- 
cular (who was an old Acquaintance of VANI- 
TY's) grew ſo enamoured of him, that the 
Neighbours began to ſuſpe& ſomething, which 
GENIUS, who was privy to all my Father's Se- 
crets, ſoon put out of all Diſpute. For one Day 

laying with the Boy as uſual at one End of the 

oom, without preceiving that there were three 
Ladies at the Other, he ſays to him, my little 
Man, you are more like your Father than your 
Mother—Ay, ſays the Boy= pray who is my Fa- 
ther? why, WIT is your Father, and VANITY 
is your Mother, Child, The Diſcovery was 
made—the Ladies burſt out a laughing, the 
Town feaſted upon it for a Fortnight, and what 
was beſt of all, VANITY durſt not ſhew her 
Face abroad for a Month, : 
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CHAP, XII. 


F R O M the Time my Father and his Friend 
GENIUS left my Mother's Houſe, they had 


been wholly taken up, in putting the finiſhing 
Stroke to the Comedy, which was now com- 
leated.— The Managers of the Theatre received 


it, and promiſed to bring it out with all poſſible 


Expedition. During this Interval, my Father 
made frequent Viſits to my Mother and WIS- 
DOM, not on Account of the Pleaſure he took 
in their Company, but with an Intention to gain 
the Favour and Protection of the latter to his 
Play; and if poſſible, to prevail upon him to 
Write the Prologue. He ſucceeded in both. 
WISDOM commiſerating the Neceſſities of my 
Father, and knowing that his Subſiſtence for the 


next Year, intirely depended upon the Succeſs of 


this Piece, was willing to give it a Lift; for tho' 
the Play was not much ſuited to his Taſte, yet 
as he found nothing in it immoral-or ſhocking to 
the Ear of Modeſty, he thought it not deroga- 
tory to his Character to ſupport it. At length 
the Night of Performance came — the Houſe was 
crammed, and the moſt ſtriking Figure in it was 
VANITY, dreſſed in all the Colours of the Rain- 
bow, and ſeated in the moſt conſpicuous Part of 
the Theatre, My Mother and WISDOM did not 
make their Appearance 'till the Prologue was 
over—it was received with filent Admiration, but 


was thought, by the Multitude, to be rather too 


yore: The Play began and went on all the 
ay, till near the Concluſion, with a Roar of 
Applauſe, For, as my Father had before ws. 
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fo it turned out; The Dialogue, Repartee, &e. 
were admirable, and pleaſed beyond Expreſſion. 
But ſome how or other, towards the latter End 
of the Performance, the Audience, whoſe Atten- 
tion had hitherto been taken up with the very 
ſmart Things that had been ſaid by every Perſon 
in the Drama, Male and Female. I ſay, the 
Audience now began to perceive that there was 
no Fable nor Plot ; and when the Play was over, 
they ſeemed inclinable to hiſs rather than clap, 
to which the infoleat Countenance of VANIT 
did not a little contribute. And it was generally 
thought at laſt, that the Comedy would have 
been damned, if WISDOM had not ſtood up and 
given his Nod of Approbation. The Epilogue 
was written by GENIUS. The Subject of it was 
an Apology for the Life of the Author, in which 
my Father's Amours and Foibles were delicately 
touched ; and what added much to the Spirit of 
it, was, that it was ſpoken by his ſpurious Brat 
HUMOUR, who, (tho' he has been a Plague 
to me ever fince I can remember any Thing) I 
muſt do him the Juſtice to ſay, became ſoon af- 
ter, the very Life and Joy of the Stage. 


VANITY had the Grace to withdraw before 
he ſpoke the Epilogue. 
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C HAP. XIII. 


Y Father returned from the Theatre de- 

| lighted with the Succeſs of his Piece. 
VANITY was quite charmed with the Perform- 
ance of her illigetimate Son. WISDOM was 
happy that his Prologue had paſſed unnoticed by 
the Vulgar, and my Mother was pleaſed becauſe 
every Body elſe was.] In the Diary of PRUDENCE 
I find nd more ſaid of this Theatrical Buſineſs, 
than that the Play was dragged on and ſupported 
for a few Nights by the Aſſiſlance of Friends, 
and then died away, That my Father, whoſe 
Reputation as an Author, ftood high in the lite- 
rary World, had ditpoſed of the Copy before it 
was acted, for a good round Sum, which he pre- 
ferred to Immortality. This very ſeaſonable Re- 
cruit of his Finances, left him at Liberty to con- 
ſider of the beſt and moſt expeditious Method to 
make his Son HUMOUR uſeful te the Stage and 
profitable to himſelf — In order to this, he ſet 
about giving him the three great Accompliſh- 
ments, Dancing, Fencing, and Muſic Read- 
ing and Writing did not enter into his Plan of 
Education—for in his Treatiſe lately publiſhed, 
called the Theatrical Guide, he demonſtrated that 


Nothing was more prejudicial to a Comedian, than 


literary Knowledge, That he had obſerved the 
few amongſt them who could read and write, had 
a grave Catt of Muſcles, ariſing, as he ſuppoſes, 
from a conſcious Superiority, in Point of Learn- 
ing, over the Reſt of their Brethren, That, for 
the ſame Reaſon, it may be highly proper for a 
Tragedian, whoſe Deportment ſhould conſiſt in 
B 5 Grace 


( 34 ) 
Grace and Dignity ; but, that, for a Dancer it 


is downright Poiſon, as it intoxicates his Head, 
and takes from the Agility of his Heels, 


HUMOUR was not taught to read and write; 
but he made a very quick Progreſs in his other 
Studies; and my Father had the Satisfaction of 
ſeeing the Doctrine he had laid down, verified 
and eſtabliſhed in the Example of his Son; he very 
ſoon become a favourite Dancer in the groteſque 
Stile, and was received with great Applauſe in 
thoſe Parts of low Comedy, to which his Age and 
Stature were ſuitable. 


And now, I think, it is high Time to ſay ſome- 
thing of myſelf, which I have avoided as long as 
1 could, for Reaſons that will, and muſt, be ſeen 
preſently, There is a certain Pride annexed to 
the Freehold of human Nature, which excites 
a Deſire to appear well, in the Opinion of Man- 
kind; and a Repugnancy, of Courſe, to the 
Diſcovery of any Thing that might make him ; 
pear otherwiſe, —in this latter Situation am I; 
for, as I know but too well, that the early Part 
of my Life (even from the firſt Dawn of Reaſon, 
to almoſt my twentieth Year) will make but an 
unfavourable Impreſſion of me upon the Reader; 
it is not unnatural to declare that I ſet about it 
with ſome ReluQance, 
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MOWER HIOKEAOKIOEIER 


CHAP. XIV. 


FIND in the Diary of FRUDENCE, in- 

numerable Remarks relative the Progreſs of 
my Infancy, which a fond Mother might think 
neceſſary, but would be too tedions gung ir1ifling 
to trouble the Reader with, I ſhall! tii-retore on- 
ly juſt obſerve, that the Periods o citing my 
Teeth, walking, ſpeaking, &c. happened much 
later than to Children in general-that i cook no 
Notice of Objects at the uſual Time; and that I 
knew not my Letters, when others of the tame 
Age could read diſtinttly. When I was old 
enougli to be ſent to a public School, my Back- 
wardneſs in Learning and Want of Parts, were 
too conſpicuous not io be obſerved by the Reſt of 
the Boys, in whole Eyes I ſoon became con- 
temptible, In ſhort I was ridiculed and laughed 
at by the whole School, inſomuch, that if Pro- 
vidence (who is all juſt) had not given me one 
neceſſary Quality as an Equivalent for Dulneſs, 
I muſt have ſunk under it. I mean Patience, 
This I had in a very high Degree ; and this ſup- 
ported me under all my Difficulties. — The Boys 
grew tired of whipping a Top that would not 
ipin; and at length began to pity what they 
could not provoke, 


However partial my Mother might be to the 
Failings of her only Son, ſhe had long perceived, 
with filent Concern, my Want of Abilities, but 
never had the Courage to mention it to her Friend 
WISDOM, who, ſeeing the Diſtreſs of her Mind, 
took the diſagreeable Taſk off her Hands, and 

ſpated 


„ 


ſpared her Bluſhes, by ſaying, Madam, the 
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Uneaſineſs you have ſuffered for ſome Time, 
on Account of your Son, has not eſcaped me; 
and, as I participate of every Good or Evil that 
befals you, I take the Liberty to congratulate 
you, on the Happineſs you are likely to enjoy 
from ſo hopeful a Child,—I ſee you are ſur- 
rized, Madam, and (if I may judge by your 
ooks) you think I ſpeak a Language foreign 
to my Heart believe me, no—your Son's Parts 
are not yet budded forth ; and when they are, 
he will not appear like that Summer- Tree 
HUMOUR, who bloſſoms, bears Fruit, and 
drops his Leaves within the Lear: but he will 
flouriſh like the Cedar of Lebanon, and the 
Fools of the World ſhall be glad to ſhelter 
themſelves beneath his Branches—he will be- 
come a Comfort and Companion to his Mother, 
and the candid Tribunal to which all good 
Men will make their Appeal.” a 


This ſudden and unexpected Preſage of my 


future Importance, and that from a Man ſhe re- 
garded as an Oracle, operated very forcibly on 
the Paſſions of my Mother—a Torrent of Glad- 


neſs overflowed her Heart, and Tears of Joy: 


trickled down her Cheeks, 
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OTWITHSTANDING this very favour- 
able Prognoſtic of WISDOM, which in- 
deed, had given my Mother intire Satisfaction, 
yet People in general, entertain'd very different 
Notions of me ; they could not conceive that any 
Thing leſs than a Miracle was capable of making 
me a rational Creature. And this Opinion was 
very pleaſing to thoſe who were the natural and 
declared Enemies of my Mother and WISDOM, 
In particular, VANITY made herſelf very hap- 
py in drawing Compariſons between that ſurpri- 
ſing Production HUMOUR, and the booby Son 
of Madam TRUTH, as the was pleaſed to call 
me ; and at the ſame 'Time would fling out mali- 
cious Inſinuations to the Prejudice of my Mo- 
ther, as, that it was impoſiible ſuch a lifeleſs Ani- 
mal as myſelf could be the Son of her Friend 
WII. My Father too, tho' he had Art enough 
to conceal his Joy from thoſe to whom it would 
have given Offence, could not help ſecretly re- 
joicing at the viſible Diſparity of Underſtanding, 
between his natura! and unnatural Son, While 
Friends and Foes were thus varioufly buſied, ſorfie 
in ironically pitying, others in really comforting 
my Mother, I jogged on at School in a harmleſs 
plain John Trov Way, without offending or be- 
ing offended by any Body, I began (as I hinted 
in the laſt Chaprer) to live upon tolerable Terms 
with my School-Fellows, that 1s, I enjoyed the 
negative 


. _— 


Ty , If 


negative Happineſs of not being tormented. 
This did not laſt long; for, as I was not expert 
at thoſe Games which Boys uſually delight in, 
nor excelling in thoſe bodily Exerciſes that re- 
quire Spirit and Activity; I was generally ſhut 
out, and left to invent Amuſements for myſelf— 
This naturally inclined me to Induſtry, and to 
employ thoſe Hours in Study, which other Boys 
ſpent in Play; ſo that the extraordinary Pains I 
took, made ample Amends for my Want of Parts; | 
and I was enabled by this Means, to cut as good | 
a Figure as the beſt of them. My Mafter ſaw it, 
and encouraged me in it ; but at the ſame Time, 
it encouraged, or rather enraged the Boys, who 
uſed me ſo exceedingly ill, that (patient as I was) 
I could no longer forbear complaining of it to 
my Mother—She adviſed with WISDOM about 
it: I was immediately taken Home and provided 


r 


| 

| 

| 

| 

with a private Futor, I had now juſt entered 
my thirteenth Year, and from this Time of my 
Return to my Mother's Houle, to that of my 
leaving it again, includes the happieſt Ara of ( 
my Life. Indulged by a fond Mother in every ( 
reaſonable Recreation that could at once delight 1 
and inſtruct; guarded by PRUDENCE, and 1 
conduded by the cautious Hand of WISDOM a 
— how can 4 ever forget thoſe Halcyon Days, / 
that flowed with un-interrupted Felicity ? a 
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SPAS SARS RARE RP ARR. 


CHAP. XVI. 


Y Tutor was a Man of ſound Under- 
ſtanding and good Parts; he had been 
bred to Letters ; but his principal Purſuit was 
natural Hiſtory, eſpecially thoſe Branches of it 
that were moſt beneficial to Mankind, W I S- 
DOM had made Choice of him as a proper 
Perſon to direct the Studies of a young Man, 
whom they had long fince intended for the Pro- 
feſſion of Phyſic. My Mother was the more 
ſolicitous about making me a Phyſician, on Ac- 
count of an unconquerable Averſion ſhe had 
(and it was born with her) to all Quacks and 
Empyrical Practitioners. Theſe Gentry, know- 
ing her to be their inveterate Enemy, ſeldom let 
a Day paſs without offering her ſome perſonal 
Affront, that was injurious to her Reputation; 
and what made it ſtill more provoking, ſhe was 
informed, that my Father and his Friend G E- 
NIUS were mean enough, for a paltry Gratui- 
ty, to give their Aſſiſtance and join againſt her, 
I ſay, my Mother, poor Woman, withed me to 
be a Doctor, in hopes that I might, ſome Time 
or other, be able (like another 833 to cut 
off the Head of this medicinal Hydra. WI S- 
DOM expected no ſuch Wonders from me, 
tho' he was unwilling to deprive my Mother of 
fo pleaſing a Proſpect, by convincing her of 
the Impoflibility of ever carrying it into Exe- 
cution, 


Amongſt 
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Amongſt the Number of theſe never-failing 
Doctors, there was one who took the Lead, and 
far ſurpaſſed all the Reſt of his Brethern in Confi- 
dence and Effrontery ; for, by the Art and Ma- 
nagement of my Father and his Adherents, he 
gained ſuch Credit with the Town, as to con- 
vince them, that he had, by certain magick Pow- 
ers, extracted an Eſſence and Tincture from 
common and well known Plants, which contained 
more Virtues than the Plants themſelves -ever 


poſſeſſed. 


The Diſorders, for which theſe Arcana were 
infallible, are too numerous to be recited here, 
And, tho' the Doctor gave Evidence againſt him- 
ſelf, whenever he made his Appearance in pub- 
lic, by exhibiting in his own Perſon, a Compli- 
cation of Diſorders ; yet the People were too in- 
fatuated to believe their own Eyes. There is a 
Circumſtance in this DoQor's Life, which how- 
ever trivial it may appezr to the Reader, I cannor 
forbear mentioning : long before he commenced 
Phyſician, he was engaged in writing for the 
Bookſellers upon almoit every Subject (Phyſic 
excepted) that could be thought of; he had a 
fluent Pen, and diſpatched a great Deal of Buſi- 
neſs in a little Time, which anſwered the Pur— 
poſes of his Employers, But the Doctor finding 
his Pay inadequate to the Luxuriancy of his Ap» 
petite; quitted this Employment for the more 
lucrative Occupation of Quackery ; this he ſuc- 
ceeded in beyond Expectation. But as there is 
no earthly Happineſs without its Counterpoiſe 
of Miſery, ſo it happened with the DoQor—the 
Eaſe and Indolence, into which this Affluence of 
Fortune had thrown him, did, by Degrees, accu- 
mulate thoſe chronic Diſeaſes, which his Noſ- 
trums couid not Cure, and which would have 

, been 
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been prevented by living as formerly, the Life 
of a Peripatetick Philoſopher. 


ECLEDEXRDGNEE ENGXRD GUNED 


CHAP. AVI 


Y Tutor and I purſued our Studies with 
great Harmony and Satisfaction to each 
other, We frequently walked out together into, 
the Fields, to collect thoſe medicinal Plants and 

Flowers on which he expatiated with great Ele- 
gance and Propriety. But theſe entertaining 
Amuſements were often interrupted by the Im- 
pertinence of that half-natur:| Brother of mine 


HUM OUR, who took every Opportunity of 


falling in my Way in order to ridicule my Gravity 


and put me out of Countenance, One Day in 


particular, when I was alone, he met me and at- 
tacked me thus; Your Servant, Brother, what ! 
have they truſted you out by yourſelf? upon my 
Word it is very imprudent in them, ſome Acci- 
dent or other will happen to you; but PII ſee you 
ſafe Home.—He was going on in this ſneering 
Way, when Iſtopped him thort by ſaying, Young 
Man, I have hitherto borre your Jokes and Ri- 
baldry patiently, which, if you perſiſt in, I ſhall 
chaſtiſe you for, in a Manner you will not like— 
your Mother is much to blame for encouraging 
you in this Behaviour—you and I] were not mace 
for Companions—you are very well in your Place, 
I mean the Theatre, where 1 ſhall always applaud 
you according to your Merit ; but remember for 
the Future, if you ſhould caſually meet me any 
where, that you do not affect to know me; 

farewel, 
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farewel. My Gentleman was thunder-ſtruck 
with this Reprimand—he did not imagine that ] 
had Underſtanding enough to know, or Spirit 
enough to reſent an Aﬀront, He had been taught 
to believe that l was a common chopping Block, 
where eyery Jack-pudding might cut and come 
again with Impunity. He found himſelf miſta- 
ken, and marched off with great Precipitation ; 
and I think, after this Interview he never ven- 
tured to be perſonally impertinent to me again ; 
tho” he did every Thing in his Power, behind my 
Back, to bring my Character into Diſ-repute, 
My Father and GENIUS, who had hitherto F 
only looked upon me as a poor Creature below | 
their Notice, began to ſuſpe& that there was My 
ſomething in me, which Years and Experience ! At 
might ripen into Knowledge; and were therefore 
ſtruck with an Apprehenſion that I ſhould, ſome Þ 
Time or other, become a formidable Enemy to 
the 1 of Quackery. They had both Þ D. 
entered themſelves into the Empyrical Service, 5 
and were conſequently ſworn Foes to the regu- 2" 
larly bred Practitioners in Phyſic. In this Diſ- bas 
— of Mind, they were meditating a moſt ſe- 10 
vere Stroke againſt the Faculty; an Account of 
which will be ſeen by and by. p 
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CGH AP, XVII. 


Ir was preſently proclaimed by HUMOUR 


(who was bad at a Secret) that his Father and 
GENIUS were about a Farce, that would 
deſtroy all the Phyſicians, and fave all their Pati- 
ents; but, as it is not ready to be produced, I 
ſhall leave them at it, and proceed to ſpeak of an 
Aﬀair that happened in our Family, of a more 


ſerious Nature, 
| 


The Nation had long laboured under many 


8 Difficulties, from the precarious and uncertain 
Situation of its Laws. 1 

and explained away, that no preciſe Idea could 
be affixed to them, nor any Decrees made in the 


hey had been ſo altered 


Courts of Judicature, that were ſatisfactory to 
the Parties; the Property of the Individual lay 
at the Mercy of a more powerful Neighbour, 
The People grew outrageous, and nothing could 
reſtrain or ſatisfy them, till the Government pro- 
miſed them a new Body of Laws, For this Pur- 
poſe, the Chiefs and Nobles were called together, 
when there happened to be preſent among them, 
one to whom they all looked up, and in whom 
they were willing to truſt their Lives and For- 
tunes. He was indeed a Man of great Learning, 
Knowledge and Virtue ; his Name was SOLON; 
he undertook, with the Aſſiſtance of WISDOM, 
to form theſe Laws, After ſome Time ſpent in 
this great and necefſary Work, they were at 
wack finiſhed, read to the People, and received 
by them with univerſal Joy and 3 
2 
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The Government, to commemorate this happy 
Event, ordain'd an annual Day of Feſtivity; at 
which were preſent, all the Perſons of Rank in 
the Nation, My Mother, you may be ſure, 
would not be abſent at a Time when her Friend 
WISDOM with his Colleague SOLON, were 
to receive the grateful Acknowledgments of 19 
grand an Aſſembly, She was there, and infinitely 
delighted, both with the Entertainment and the 
other Ceremonies; when, on a ſudden, after 
drinking a Glaſs of Wine, ſhe was obſerved to 
turn pale, and preſently fainted away ; ſhe was 
removed into the Air, where ſhe recovered from 
her fainting, which was followed by Sickneſs and 
Vomiting. She was carried Home, where we 
muſt leave her for a Moment, VANITY was 
at this Entertainment, and fat with ſecret Vexa- 
tion, to hear and ſce the Encomiums and Civili— 
ties that were beſtowed on WISDOM and ny 
Mother: but the concealed her Diſguſt, and had 
even Hyprocriſy enough to congratulate my Mo- 
ther on the Honours that had befallen her Fami- 
ly. But to return tomy Mother. After ſhe got 
Home, ſhe grew worſe and worſe ; her Vom:t- 
ings were without Intermiſſion, and violent grip— 
ing Pains hid ſeized her Bowels.— Her Life was 
thought to be in great Danger; however, at 
length, by the Uſe oi proper Remedies, the Symp» 
toms were mitigated, The next Day her Con- 
plaint returned, but not ſo bad; in ſhort it was 
many Days before the got the better of it, The 
Phylician who attended her, gave it as his Opt- 
nion, that my Mother had been poiſoned at the 
late Banquet. It was the general Topick of Con- 
verſation ; but no body pretended to gueſs at the 
Culprit, Very ſoon after, Tine, that un-rid- 
dles all Things, brought out a Circumſtance, 
which amounted to almoſt a Proof of the Perſon 
concerned in this horrid Attempt, HUMOUR 

Was 


1 


was one Morning with his Mother, who went 
out of the Room upon ſome Occaſion, and left 
her Pocket Book upon the Table. The young 
Spark no ſooner caſt his Eye upon it, but he long'd 
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; 1 to know what it might contain; and his inſatiable 
| © Curioſity prompted him to borrow it for a While, 
When his Mother returned, he took a haſty 
Leave, and flew to the Houſe of a Theatrical 
PFriend, where he intended to open his Budget. 
2 The Reader will eaſily recolle&t that HUMOUR 
could neither read nor write, he was therefore 
o under a Neceſſity of acquainting his Friend with 
what he had done, in order to come at the Con- 
mn tents of the Book; his Friend complying with 
4 his Requeſt, open'd it and found therein, many 
'& looſe Papers, and ſome Memorandums written in 
az © the Book itſelf ; all which he read over to him, 
except the two following Lines, 


Since Poiſon does it's Power deny, 
'Tis plain that TR U TH will never die. 


# HUMOUR having ſatisfied his Curioſity, 
ot began to think how he might replace the Book, 
't- {Wand avoid his Mother's Anger; he knew ſhe would 
p- immediately miſs it, and that he would be the 
as ſuſpected Perſon, he conſulted his Friend upon it, 
at ho had a Deſign that HUMOUR never dreamt 
p- of. It ſeems that, thro' the Influence of my Fa- 
m- cher and VANITY over the Managers of the 
vas Theatre, many of this Player's favourite Parts in 
'he Comedy, had been taken from him, and given to 
pi- WHUMOUR. He was therefore determined to 
be revenged' of the whole Family; and thought 
this an excellent Opportunity. He told H U- 
MO UR that it was impoſſible to deceive his 
lother, or to prevent the Diſcovery; that he 
thought the beſt Thing he could do, was to 
arty the Book to WISDOM, to acknowledge 
he Indiſcretion, and to implore his VINNY 
| an 
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and Authority to conciliate Matters with his Mo- 
ther; and 4 he might carry his Scheme into F 
Execution with more Certainty, and io ſhew at M , 
the ſame Time his Friendſhip for HUMOUR, he 

offered his Service to negociate this Buiineſs for © 
him. This Plan was agreed to by HUMOUk 
with great Expreſſions of Gratitude ; away went © 
the Player to ſeek out WISDOM, to whom he 
was an utter Stranger, and was likewiſe ignorant 
of his Place of Abode; it was therefore ſome 
Time before he found him; he delivered the!“ 
Book, and oy 9 904 the Nature of his Embaſly, 


but without laying any Streſs on the ſtipulated bi 
Reconcihation of the Mother and Son. WISDOM h. 
made him no other Anſwer than, that he would? M 
take Care of it; when the Player had made hüt or 
Exit, WISDOM began to conſider how he ſhoud K 
act in ſo critical a Conjuncture.“ He knew ver m 
well that the Diſtich before-mentioned was the to 


cumſtance alone would not be ſufficient to con 


Hand-writing of VANITY ; but, as this Cir th 


vict her, he thought it beſt to conceal from mi M 
Mother, what (from her ſtrong Averſion N 
Doubts and Uncertainties) would give her Pai 
to no Purpoſe ; he therefore determined to ſeni# 
_ Book back to the Owner with the followiny# 
tter, | 


MDA, 3 

© 'That any Bauble of yours ſhould fall into ny 
Hands, will be great Matter of Surpriſe to yo 
* —your Son can beſt inform you how came by 
© it; his total Ignorance of Letters, he cannot upot 
© this Occaſion, lament ; as it has ſaved him th: 
* Confuſion of reading what muſt for ever rende 
his Mother infamous — you ſee, Madam, 0 
* this Incident, the unſearchable Ways of Pr: 
* vidence—this Son, who is the Fruit of you 
«* guilty Embraces, is become the innocent Caul: 
*0 


without any further Reproach from 
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of a more guilty Diſcovery ; your own Con- 
* ſcience will but too well explain my Meaning 


Madam, 
Tours, Ce. 
WISDOM. 


Upon the Aſſurances which HUMOUR 


iÞ had received from the Player, that WISDOM 


had undertaken to procure his Pardon from his 
Mother, he ventured to pay her a Viſit, He put 


oa a very penitential Face, and fell upon his 


Knees before her ; but the violent Reception he 


met with (tho' the Manner of it never tranſpired 
to the Public) wrought a ſtrange Alteration in 
. the Temper and Diſpoſition of the young Man, 
© which frequently broke out in a contemptible 
Mimickry of perſonal Infirmities, or 'an unwar- 


rantable Derifion of human Frailties. 


SIEGE RIESE 


CHAP. XIX. 


HE Hiſtory of the Pocket Book was never 

communicated to my Mother, which the 
Reader may wonder at, *till he is informed, that 
it was not entered in the Diary of PRUDENCE, 
and that from the Age of Fifteen, I depend prin- 
cipally upon my own Memory and Notes, for 
Materials; tho' I ſhall have frequent Occaſions 
for thoſe of PRUDENCE, My Father had 
now finiſhed his Farce, from which he 3 

˖ 


5 


both Reputation and Profit, —he was not diſap- 
pointed in either; for it met with great Applauſe 
and full Houſes. The indifferent Reception of 
his former Comedy, was not ſo much owing to 
the Deficiency of his Plan, &c. as to the Want 
of that local Satire and perſonal Abuſe with which 
this Piece abounded. The Deſign of this Farce, 
(which was called the Conſultation) 1 can only 
give the following imperfe& Account of. 


The firſt Scene introduces a Man and hi; 
Wife entering at different Doors, wringing their 
Hands, and waiting with great Impatience, the 
coming of three Phyſicians to viſit their Daugh- 
ter who lay at the Point of Death ; this Scene 1s 
ſpun out with expatiating on the Virtues of their 
Child and the Impoſlibility of ſurviving the Lo: 
of her, when a Servant announces the Arrival of 
the Doctors, and the Parents make their Exits, 


In the next material Scene appear fitting, the 


Doctors in Conſultation. Their firſt Ditcourſe 


is about the general News of the Town, which 
introduces the Story of my Mother's being poi- 
ſoned. This brings on an Enquiry into the Cauſe, 
Effects, and Cure of Poiſons, The Diſpute grows 
warm,—they all three differ in Opinion, and af- 
ter much Time ſpent, without aſcertaining any 
Thing ; the youngeſt Phyſician tells them, that 
it is high Time to think about their Patient; 
that ſhe cannot laſt long without Relief the 
two old Doctors declare it a loſt Caſe, but aſk 
him if he has any Thing to propoſe, — the young 
One. recommends Dr, Powder, the 
old Ones are of Opinion it might cure her, but 
will not riſque their Reputation for any Perſon's 
Life. The young One finds out an Expedient 


to ſave both, by propoſing to ſend for the Apo- 

thecary, and directing him to get ſome of Dr, — 

Powder, and make it up inſtead of the — 
whic 
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which they ſhould preſcribe ; the Apnthecary 
comes: he is ſworn to Secrecy with the three 
Doctors, upon the Diſpenſatory ; they all take 
their Leaves and depart, 


EF 

In the next Scene the Huſband and Wife ap- 

ear in great Joy for the Recovery of their 
Danghter, when the Apothecary's Boy enters 
with a Meſſage from his Maſter to the Doctors; 
which, by Miſtake, he delivers to the Huſband : 
the Purport of the Meſſage was to know, whe- 
ther the Phyſicians meant to give the Patient any 
more of the Powder; if they did, that it mutt 
be got before the Doctor went to his country 
Houſe, or it could not be had that Day, 


The ſecond Act opens with the ſecond Meet- 
ing of the Phyſicians, who plume themſelves and 
eee each other on their Succeſs, in the 
Preſence of the Patient's Father; he ſeems high- 
lyedelighted with what they had done, and ex- 
tols their Merit to the Stars ; but at the very In- 
ſtant they are expecting their Fees, he makes the 
appointed Sign, when half a Dozen Servants ruſh 
in with Broom- ſtaffs, and beat the Doctors off 
the Stage, 


In the next Scene, the young Lady makes her 
Appearance with her Father and Mother, who 
all enjoy the Trick they have put upon the Doc- 
tors, The Father then wiſhes his Daughter a 
long Continuance of her Health, and tells her, 
that he hopes this ſevere Illneſs has cured her of 
her Paſſion for FLORIO the Daughter pro- 
miſes (in the uſual Stile) that ſhe will never do 


any Thing againſt the Father's Conſent. 


In the next Scene, the Daughter receives a 
Letter from FLORIO, in which he acquaints 
her with what he had done and what he had ſuf- 
fered for her Sake; that he had perſonated the 
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youngeſt Phyſician of the three, in order to in- 
troduce that Powder, in which he had always 
the higheſt Confidence, and begs her to make 
Uſe of this Circumſtance to work upon her Fa- 
ther, &c. 


In the laſt Scene the whole Affair is unravell'd ; 
and the Father can no longer refuſe his Daugh- 
ter to the Man who had ſo happily preſerved her. 


My Mother and WISDOM, who were both 
preſent on the firſt Night of Performance, ſhew'd 
their Diſapprobation of the Piece, in two very 
different Ways. My Mother quitted the The- 
atre at the Beginning of the firſt Act, and WIS- 
DOM fell fait afleep in the Middle of the ſe- 
cond. 
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WX RAVING now gone through my own 
- Minority, and given the Reader fuch 
* 


Anecdotes of my Friends and Rela- 

XI tions, as may enable him to form a 
** tolerable er Ae of their Charac- 
ters and Diſpoſitions: I ſhall proceed with my 
Hiſtory; in which (tho' I ſhall myſelf be the 
principal Actor, that of my neareft akin, will un- 
| avoidably be intermix'd. 


About this Time, I ſet out upon my Travels; 
as well with an Intention to profecute my parti- 
cular Studies in the Profeſſion of Phyſic, as to ac- 
quire a general Knowledge of Men and Things. 
The Travels of moſt modern Gentlemen have 
been limited to the Tour of Europe ; but nothing 
leſs than the Circuit of the "Terreſtrial Globe 
would ſatisfy my unbounded Curioſity ; I paſſed 
to the utmoſt Extremities of the Eaſt, and from 
thence by the South, to the Weſt, and fo on 
thro' the North. And tho” I found no great Ih- 
ducements to ſtay me long in any Place I came to; 
yet it took me up more than a hundred Years, in 
viſiting the different Nations of the Earth, Whe- 
ther it was that, at this Time of my Travelling, 
had not arrived to that Degree of Underſtand- 
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ing which is neceſſary to conceive Things right- 
ly; or whether the World was really immerged 
in Barbariſm and Obſcurity, I can't teil ; but cer- 
tain I am that I was not at all pleaſed with the 
People, nor did they ſeem to reliſh me much 
better, Thus out of Conceit, and diſſatished with 
every Thing I had met with in the four Quarters 
of the Globe, I returned to Athens, in Hopes of 
finding that Peace of Mind which every Travel- 
ler, who has a laudable Partiality for his native 
Country, muſt have experienced. But how great 
was my Surprize, and how terrible my Diſap- 
pointment ! the Grecian Empire was become the 
Shadow of what it was when TI left it. Carthage 
had been deſtroyed, and many of the great Cities 
were tributary to the all-conquering Romans. To 
add to my Unhappineſs, I found the Diſagree- 
ments and Animoſitics in our Family were greater 
than ever. My Mother had impaired her Health 
by watching and attending upon WISDOM, who 
was ſeized with a Lethargy at the Time of his 
falling aſleep at the Farce, My Father, with his 
Coadjutors, GENIUS, VANITY and HU- 
MOUR, had taken the Advantage of WIS“ 
DOMss Incapacity to make Vice faſhionable, and 
to introduce every Kind of Luxury and Debauch- 
ery, even amongſt the Senate, who had received 
the Wages of Corruption from the City of Rome. 


However, ſome Time before my Arrival, WIsS- 
DOM recovered from his Indiſpoſition, and was 
ſoon informed of the miſerable Situation of pub- 
lic Affairs, and of the helping Hand my Father 
had lent towards it. 


Id Aw Lad Pr SE Eo Es 


He pitied the Misfortunes of his Country, but 
ſaw the Impoſſibility of preventing the impend- 
ing Ruin: He took his Part accordingly, and 
acquainted me with his Deſign of quitting Greece 
and going to Rome, whither he had been ſtrong!) 

prefled 
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preſſed to come by his Correſpondent Cicero, who 
at that Time ſtood in Need of his Aſſiſtance; 
but, that the Buſineſs on which he was going, 
might not be fruſtrated by the Intrigues and Ca- 
bals of our Family, he deſired that we might be 
all called together, when he would propoſe ſome- 
thing to our Conſideration, which he hoped 
would be agreed to by every one. The Parties 
were all ſummoned and met: WISDOM, after 


apologizing for bringing us together, told us, 


that he had always looked upon the unhappy 
Mis- underſtandings, which had ſubſiſted among 
us ever ſince we were a Family, with the greateſt 
Concern ; that, as the Cauſe of theſe Differen- 
ces (being nothing leſs than a Contradiction in 
our lempers, Diſpoſitions and Capacities) cannot 
be removed, the Effect muſt continue; that the 
Evils ariſing from it, were manifold both ro our- 
ſelves and to the Community in general,—that 
he knew of but one Expedient to prevent it for 
the future, which was to conform to an Article 
of Separation which he had drawn up, He then 
produced a Paper, containing Words to the fol- 
lowing Purport. 


| Whereas divers and ſundry Evils, Grievances 
and Misfortunes, both of a private and public 
Nature, have frequently happened, and which 
have been owing to certain Contentions and Ani- 
moſities between the following Parties, namely, 
WISDOM, TRUTH, COMMON-SENSE, and 
PRUDENCE, of the firſt Part; and WIT, 
GENIUS, VANITY and HUMOUR, of the 
ſecond Part. And whereas it is apprehended, 


that the ſaid Contentions, c. may, if not timely 


228 be productive of ſtill greater Miſchiefs, 
c. throughout the Face of the whole Earth: 
the Parties aforeſaid (who never meant more than 
the Deſtruction of each other,) have taken it in- 
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to Conſideration for the Good of Mankind ; and 
finding that the ſaid Contentions, &c, cannot be 
remedied, or the faid Evils prevented, but by a 
proper Separation of the ſaid Parties! they do 
therefore covenant and agree, and it is hereby 
covenanted and agreed, by and for the faid Par- 
ties jointly and ſeparately, in Manner following: 
And Frft it is hereby allowed and granted, that 
WISDOM wiih his three Friends, TRUTH, 
COMMON-SENSE and PRUDENCE, ſhall 
have free Liberty to depart this Land, and make 
Choice of any Part of the known Globe for their 
Place of Abode, wherein they may continue for 
any Time not exceeding ſeven Years ; at the Ex- 
piration of which, WIT, with his Friends GE- 
NIUS, VANITY and HUMOUR, may take 
Poſſeſſion of the ſaid Place, if they ſhould be fo 
minded: and provided alſo, that they ſhall have 
given to WISDOM, Oc. ſix Months Notice of 
ſuch Intention, previous to the Expiration of the 
ſeven Years ; otherwiſe the * * Poſſeſſors 
ſhall be at Liberty to continue there another Term 
of ſeven Years ; ſecondly, it is hereby ſtipulated 
and agreed, that if any two of either Party, thall 
quit the Nation or Kingdom, of which they have 
Poſſeſſion, at any Time within the ſeven Years, 
it ſhall be lawful for any two of the oppoſite 
Party to ſucceed them, as ſoon as they think 


proper, 


Thirdly, as a Penalty adequate to the Crime, 
it is further agreed, that the Ep'thet rALse 
ſhall be prefixed to the Name of any one of the 
aforeſaid Parties who ſhall be convicted of a 
Breach of any of the above Articles, Laſtly, It 
is the Intent, Purport and Meaning of the Sub- 
ſcribers hereto, that the aforeſaid Articles be re- 
ciprocally binding to all Parties, any Thing to the 
contrary before-mintioned notwithſtanding. 


Signed, 
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Sign'd, ſealed and delivered in the Vear of the 
World 3955. 


Wiſdom, Mit, 
Truth, Genius, 
Common-Senſe, Vanity, 


Prudence, The Mark X of Humour. 


Theſe Articles were immediately ſigned, with- 
out any Demur (which was expected) on the 
Part of our Opponents, who on the contrary 
ſeemed highly pleaſed to be freed from that Re- 
ftraint upon their Actions and Conduct, which 
the Severity of WISDOM had hitherto im- 
poſed, 


S ee 


CHAP. l. 


HIN GS being thus amicably ſettled ; 
WISDOM and my Mother repaired to 
Rome, where they found Things in a molt diſ- 
tracted State, and his Friend Cicero embroiled in 
thoſe Troubles, which ſoon after coſt him his 
Life, and Rome its Liberty. My Father and 
HUMOUR, finding that PRUDENCE and my- 
ſelf were left behind, took the Advantage of the 
Power the Articles had given them, and departed 
for Rome likewiſe, Upon the Death of Cicero, 
WISDOM and my Mother quitted Rome, and 
retired to an obſcure Corner of 7taly, where they 
lived many Years unknown and un- noticed. 
They were ſoon ſucceeded by GENIUS and 
VANITY, and the whole Party being now 
got together, in a Place where People of their 
C 4 Character 
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Character were much courted and careſſed; they 
gave a looſe to their Inclinations, and paſſed thry' 
every Scene of Luxury and Licentiouſnels, with- 
out Controul, They remained here during the 
whole Reign of Auguſtus : a Reign fo diftinguiſh- 
ed for its Splendor and Magnificence, and mark'd 
by ail Hiſtorians as the Epocha of Men of Learn- 
ing and brilliant Parts. But here I muit beg 
Leave to ſet the modern World right, who have 
been deceived by the traditional Accounts which 
Hiſtorians have given of the Names of thoſe Au- 
thors, whoſe Works are univerſally admired. — 
For Example ; Virgil, Herace, Ovid, Martial, 
Cutullus, and many more, were only the Ainanu- 
enſes or Tranſcribers of thoſe Literary Procuc- 
tions to which their Names are prefixed, They 
were all actually written, or at leaſt diQtated, by 
my Father and his Friend GENIUS. This In- 
formation I had from my Mother, whoſe Veraci- 
ty has never been yet called in Queſtion. This 
{mall Specimen of Hiſtorical Mitrepreſentation, 


muſt convince us how little we ought to rely on 


what we read and hear; and tho* this Diſcovery 
may give Umbrage to the Majority of Mankind, 
who are prediſpoſed to credit what their Fore- 


fathers believed, yet, the Love of Juſtice and 


Candour would not ſuffer me to let the Impoſiti- 
on paſs upon the World any longer. 


T have as yet, ſaid little or nothing of myſelf 
in my phyſical Capacity. The Troables, in 
which I found my native Country involved, on 
my Return from my Travels ; together with the 
ſudden Separaticn of our Family, have not given 
me an Opportunity. I had, in the Courſe of my 
Studies, gone thro? every Branch of Phyſic and 
Surgery, but in my Practice, I confined myſelf 
chiefly to one, namely that of Lunacy; in which I 
had already performed many notable Cures during 
my Tour round the Warld, I was very mw = 

cline 
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clined to take this Department in Phyſic, from 
the Obſervations I had made upon Human Na- 
ture. I had reaſoned myſelf into a Belief that 
many chronic Bodily Diſeaſes, took their Riſe 
originally from a diſtempered Brain ; and in pur- 
ſuing this Idea, I had formed an Hypotheſis (to 
which perhaps my Brethren will not give their 
Aſſent) that Maniacal Complaints have their Pa- 
roxiſms and Intermiſſions, and that they are as 
contagious and communicative as any Cutaneous 
Diſorders whatſoever. If my Conjecture ſhould 
be ill founded, how, in the Name of Wonder, 
are we to account for thoſe daily Inſtances, which 
ſeem to juſtify this Suppoſition ? A Man is ſeized 
with a Phrenzy—draws his Sword—declares he 
will put all the People to Death of a diſtant 
Country (which he never ſaw or has had the 
leaſt Intercourſe with) unleſs they will acknow- 
ledge him for their Lord and Maſter—this is 
communicated to thoſe about him—they give it 
to others, and ſo in the Space of a few Hours, 
the Contagion catches like the EleQrical Fire, 
and the whole Nation are ſtark ſtaring mad. A 
further Proof of the Diſeaſe being infectious, is, 
the Similiarity of the Symproms—every Man of 
them as ſoon as he is taken ill, draws his Sword 
and vews Deſtruction likewiſe to the ſame inno- 
cent People— and their frantic Rage even ſupports 
them under the Fatigue of journeying on Foot, 
ſeveral hundred Miles, to fight with they do not 
know who, and to return they do not know how; 
till at length by hard Lodging, flender Diet, and 
plentiful Phlebotomy, they recover their Senſes 
with the Loſs only of a Leg or an Arm, I muſt 
confeſs that I have never known this Species of 
Madneſs attack any but great Perſonages ; ſuch 
as Rulers 'of Kingiloms and Commanders of Ar- 
mies ; if they eſcape, the Nation over which 
they preſide, remain perfectly free from Infection. 
But alas! this ſeldom happens; for I. cannot help 
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thinking that this Diſtemper is radical and here: 
ditary; and that it is the very ſame Diſeaie 
which has baffled the utmoſt Efforts of the wiſeſt 
Phyſicians, vulgarly called the King's Evil, We 
ſee it ſometimes lie dormant for twenty or thirty 
Years together, without any one Manical Symp- 
tom, but then it breaks out with greater Fury 
than ever, Happy, fingulaily happy is that 
Nation which experiences in it's Sovereign, the 
Mens ſana in Corpore ſano, that is, a King ſound 
both in Body and Mind, 


In the Progreſs of this Work, I ſhall endeavour 
to ſupport the Doctrine I have advanced, by 
various Examples in their proper Places, but 
without obſerving that Chronological Order, 
which, I hope, will be a Matter of Indifference 
to all my Readers, except thoſe few who chooſe 
to begin at the End of a Book that they may 


know, before their Neighbours, the Drift and 


Deſign of the Author. 
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HOSE convivial Times, in which I left 

my Father and his Partizans deeply engaged, 
began now to decline—they were ſucceeded by 
that great Era of the World, that memorable 
Event to which we ſhall always look up with 
Awe and Reverence—it was nothing lefs than the 
Birth of CHRIS T—this drew my Mother and 
WISDOM from their Obſcurity—they ſtood 
forth the Champions of Chriſtianity—they ſuſ- 
tained this great Cauſe againſt all the Torrent of 
Defamation and Abuſe, which an ignorant and an 
unenlightened Multitude could throw out againſt 
it; tucir whole Care and Attention was devoted 
to this glorious Undertaking, and they had the 
Happineſs to obtain, after a Struggle of many 
Years, the Completion of their Withes in the Eſ- 
tabiiſhment of the Chriſtian Religion throughout 
the greateſt Part of Europe, &c. My Father and 
his "Troop, from being raiſed to the higheſt Pitch 
of human Glory, in the Court of AUGUSTUS, 
were now fallen fo low, as to become the Ob- 
jects of Pity and Compaſſion, They were grown 
ſo indigent, as to want the common Neceſſaries 
of Life. They had long ſtrolled about the Coun- 
try in a beggarly Manner, without meeting with 
any Body Charitable enough to rake them in; 
and were at {alt reduced to take Refuge in a 
ſmall Hamlet on the Barbayy Coaſt ; and, as it 
Providence had not ſufficiently mortified them for 
their Pride and Inſolence in Proſperity, their Mie- 


fortunes were augmented by another Calamity, 
VANITY 
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VANITY, unable to bear patiently this great 
Reverſe of Fortune, was run mad; and my Fa- 
ther, in a very humble and penitential Letrer, 
begged my Aſſiſtance and Advice. PRUDENCE, 
who had never leſt me, ſince the Departure of 
my Mother to Rome, would have diſſuaded me 
from going to her; her ObjeQions were: Firſt, 
The Length of the Journey, next, the Probability 
that it was nothing but a Piece of Artifice to get 
me there to relieve their Neceflities, —Laſtly, that 
it was not likely I could be of any great Service 
to her in her Diſorder, as ſhe had been always 
inſane from her Cradle. Notwithſtanding the 
Reaſonableneſs of this Advice, and the Regard ! 
had for her Opinion, yet my Humanity would 
not permit me to refuſe, 


I ſet out directly, and performed my Journey 
with all poſſible Diſpatch. Upon my Arrival in 
Barbary, after much Search and Difficulty, I 
found the Habitation of theſe unfortunate People. 
It was.a ſmall, low Cabin, in the Sides cf which, 
Time had made many a Chaſm for the Winds 
to paſs and repaſs, without the leaſt Interrupti- 


n. 


There was a Fire in the Middle of the Apart- 
ment, and round it ſat our four Worthies. But 
as there was no Out- let for the Smoak except the 
Door, I ſhould have been at a Loſs to diſtinguiſh 
them from each other, if I had not known their 
Voices. However, I did meet with an Interval 


from Obſcurity, long enough to diſcover that my 


Father, GENIUS, and HUMOUR, had upon 
their Backs the tattered Remains of thole gaudy 
Trappings which once cut a Figure in the iplen- 
did Court of Auguſtus, VANITY. had a Blanket 
about her Shoulders, and her Head fantaſtically 
dreſſed. Ridiculous as this mult appear to me, 


L could 
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I could not help thinking it no bad Emblem of 
the Fall of the Roman Empire. 


But, tho' their outward Habiliments were 
ſomewhat maſqueradiſh, yet they preſerv'd the 
fame Caſt and Character of Countenance as for- 
merly ; there was Life and Spirit in my Father: 
The point-blank piercing Eye of GENIUS, and 
the-laughter-loving Face of HUMOUR. VA- 
NITY ſeemed rather diſconcerted; but great 
Allowance muſt be made for her Dreſs, her Robe 
de Chambre was certainly very unbecoming. 


After much Converſation with my Father 
about Family Affairs, and enquiring into the 
Chapter of Accidents which brought them under 
this uncourtly Roof ; I began to examine my Pa- 
tient, Her Anſwers to my Queſtions were very 
irrational, and her Looks extravagantly wild, 
which, during the Diſcourſe with my Father I 
had not obſerved : and upon ſcrutinizing a little 
further into the Matter, I perceived ſhe was on- 
ly acting her Parts, and that the Surmiſe of 
PRUDENCE was but too well founded ; I de- 
termined within myſelf, not to let them know 
that I had ſeen thro” their Deſign ; and therefore 
ordered her to be cloſely confined, and preſcribed 
for hcr as if ſhe had been really mad. The 
other Part of PRUDENCE's Prophecy was pre- 
ſently fulfilled by my Father, who began to con- 
ſult with me about Ways and Means for their 
preſent Support. I very willingly gave him 
what 1 had brought with me for that Purpoſe, 
and promifed him an annual Supply, until. they 
ſhould be in a Situation to provide for themſelves. 
Upon taking Leave of my Father, I ſaw (over his 
Shoulder) HUMOUR, winking at GENIUS, 
and putting his Finger up to his Noſe, to ſignify 
that L had been taken in, 
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FTER I got back and had acquainted 
PRUDENCE with what I had done, ſhe 
reproached me, as I expected, with not taking 
her Advice, and told me, that I might have ſpent 
my Time much better, both in Regard of Profit 
and Reputation; that I had been very much 
wanted fince I was gone; and that it was very 
hard that Kingdoms and crowned Heads were to 
wait while I was viſiting ſuch paltry People; 
that the King of Pera and the Great Mogul had 
both ſent for me in great Haſte, I reply'd, that 
when I paſſed thro' thoſe Countries many Years 
ago, I found the People ſo bigoted, ignorant and 
ſuperſtitious, that I could do nothing with them, 
and that the King of Perſia and the Great Mogul 
muſt excuſe me, for I was determined for the tu- 
ture to limit my Practice to Europe only, 


To give the Reader a circumſtantial Account 
of the Tranſactions of myſelf and Family, during 
the remaining Part of the dark Age, into which 
we are now got, would prove but a very indiffe- 
rent Entertainment, I ſhall juſt touch upon ſome 
Occurrences which happened between this Time 
and that of the Taking of Conſlantinople by Ma- 
bemet the ſecond, and ſo get on as ſoon as may 
be to a Period of Time that muſt be more inte- 
reſting to a modern Reader, 


My Mother and Wiſdom had been all this while 
employed in the Eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity ; l 
had 


every 
will | 
ther ] 
as ſoc 
ſhe be 
part n 
to the 
this ra 
e we 


. 


had not ſeen either of them for many Years, for 
it ſo fell out that in whatever Part of the World 
they were, I was ſeldom wanted or ſent for in my 
Profeſſion. An Incident, however, brought us 
together, to my great Joy, ſooner than I expect- 
ed. The Emperor Conſtantine had been commit- 
ting many violent Acts of Lunacy, and the laſt of 
them was that of hunting down ſome poor untor- 
tunate Kings upon the Banks of the Rh7ne, and 
afterwards expoſing them to the wild Beaſts, to 
be torn to Pieces for his Diverſion, I was imme- 
diately ſent for, I found him walking in a diſor- 
deriy Manner upon the Side of the River—I {aw 
there was no Time to be loſt— that the ordinary 
Methods of Cure would not be ſufficiently expe- 
ditious to prevent the Contagion from ſpreading 
— ſomething was to be done inſtantly — I &en 
fouſed him over Head and Fars in the River— 
kept him under Water 'till he was almoſt drown- 
ed, and then took hin out as cool as a Cucum- 
ber. A few corroborative Medicines afterwards 
to ſtrengthen his Underſtanding, brought him to 
Reaſon, WISDOM and my Mother had long 
meditated a Deſign of converting this fame Em- 
peror to Chriſtianity, and now hearing that ke 
had recovered his Senſes, thought it a proper 
Opportunity to make the Attempt ; in ſhort, like 
another Cæ ſar, they came, ſaw and overcame, . 


h The Joy which ſo unexpected a Meeting muſt 
create in the Hearts of three People united by 
every Tie of Blood and Friendſhip, the Reader 
will ſuppoſe, muſt have been exceſſive. My Mo- 
ther hung upon my Neck for ſome Minutes—and 
as ſoon as her Tears would permit her to ſpeak, 
ſhe begg'd that we might make a Vow never to 
part more, But WISDOM, who ſaw further in- 
to the wonderful Ways of Providence, forbad 
this raſh Reſolution, and by convincing her that 
e were born for the Benefit of Mankind, mw 
e 
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ed the Neceſſity of my being ready and willing 
to alleviate the Miſeries of the World whenever 


I ſhould be called upon, 


I informed them of my Journey to Barbary, and 
the wretched Condition in which I found my Fa- 
ther and his Family, —-W1ISDOM told me that he 
was acquainted with all their TranſaQtions both 
before and ſince my Viſit—that they had left 
Barbary and were now trolling about Germany, 
performing Interludes and exhibiting Puppet- 
ſhews, in Ridicule of our new Religion—that 
they had many bliad Followers, and picked up a 
handſome Livelihood, though by very ſcandalous 
Means—that it would be highly proper to with- 
draw the annual Stipend I had allowed them, as 
it was wicked to ſupport People who made ſo 
bad a Uſe of thoſe excellent Talents which GOD 
had given them. I had received repeated Meſſa- 
ges from PRUDENCE to return, and WISDOM 
adviſed me to depart privately, without diſtreſſ- 
ing my Mother by taking Leave; which I did ac- 
cordingly. 
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8 I am a great Enemy to Prolixity both in 
writing and ſpeaking, I ſhall, in this Chap- 
ter, give a general Account of my Practice amongſt 
Kings, Popes, Emperors, &c. without entering, 
(at leaſt not at preſent) into the particular Cir- 
cumſtances of their Caſes. I have been concern- 
ed for moſt if not all of them, and with tolerable 


- good Succeſs, conſidering every Thing,” I ſhould 
certainly 


1 


certainly have ſucceeded better if I might have 
had my own Way; but alas! it was not once in 
fifty Times that 1 had either the Opportunity or 
the Liberty to treat my Patients as I had Gone 
Conflantine, tho' the Caſe required it ever fo 
much, the ſettled Forms and Ceremonies in at- 
tending a Monarch, make very much againſt both 
the Patient and the Phyſician—the Miniſtry and 
great People about him are firſt to be informed 
of your Intentions and Method of Cure; and if 
this ſuits not with their Opinion and Inclination, 
you are diſmiſſed without going any further; nay, 
to their Shame be it ſpoken, I have more than 
once ſuffered the Indignity of being kicked down 
Stairs by the Lords in waiting; and this Treat- 
ment, I found afterwards, was not owing to any 
Objection they had to my Mode of Proceeding, 
but becauſe they choſe that their Monarch ſhould 
remain as he was; but I had like to have fared 
much worſe, when I attended a certain northern 
Potentafe ; the Grandees of the State had a great 
Mind to hang me, becauſe | propoſed to ſyringe 
the Ears of the king, who was ſo very deat, that 
I could not make him underitand a fingle Word I 
faid to him. In my Attendance upon the Popes, 
found myſelf more at Liberty in this Reſpet— 
the whole: Conclave ſeemed very deſirous that I 
ſhould exerciſe all my medical Faculties; and 
ſome of the oldeſt Cardinals begged me often, 
with Tears in their Eyes, to try any, even the 
moſt deſperate Remedy, rather than ſuffer his 
Holineſs to expoſe himſelf by thoſe ungodly Paſ- 
hons, Of all the lunatic Popes that have been 
my Patients, I do not remen.ber one who was not 
brought into that melancholy Situation, by Qualms 
of Conſcience on the Score of Religion.—lt any 
temporal Affair was the Subject, no Body talked 
more rationally or agreeably ; but touch the jar- 
ring String, and the Paroxiſm inſtantly came on— 
then they began to mutter certain Words to them- 

| ſelves, 
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ſelves, which had no Relation to any Thing on 
Earth, or to the Waters under the Earth — ſuch 
as Infallibility, Tranſubſtantiation, &c. &c. 


I had the Sclf-ſatisfation, tho' not the Ho- 
nour, of curing many of theſe Gentlemen; for, 
ſtrange as it may appear, when they were quite 
recovered, and had paid me the proper Acknow- 
ledgments ; they laid me under an Injunction 
not to promulgate it during their natural Lives; 
but, on the contrary, to declare to the World, 
that I left them as I found them; I kept my 
Word with them ; but 1 never attended another 
Pope after the Reformation by Martin Luther, 


Thus haviag frequently been complimented 
with the Honour of curing Kings whom I never 
ſaw, and denied the Reputation J had actually 
deſerved ; I began to perceive that the middle 
Path of Life was the Road to Preferment and 


Happineſs, 
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RTS, Sciences, and Literature were again 

revived at this Time under the Au{pice: 
and Protection of a private Family at Florence 
called the Medicis, My Father and his Friend, 
quitted their ſhameful Occupation, and changed 
their Quarters from Germany to Italy. Fortune 
was once more favourable to them—they were 
received with great Reſpect and Civility by all 


the better Sort of People, and in Return, they 
did 
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did every Thing in their Power to entertain and 
oblige. GENIUS, who could turn his Hand to 
any Thing, ſet about Painting, Sculpture, and 
Architecture; in which, tho? it was ſo long fince 
he had done any Thing in that Way, that it was 
quite new to him, he excelled all his Cotempora- 
ries; witneſs the Productions which are ſhewn us 


at this Day under the feigned Names of Michael 


Angelo, Raphael and Titian, My Father fell to 


his old Trade of ſcribling, and wrote thoſe Books 
Which were given afterwards to Tafſo, Arioſto, &c. 


Theſe Aitchievements gained them immortal Ho— 
nour, in which VANITY came in for her Skare, 
She had leſt her Robe de Chambre in Germany, 


and was now ftrutting about as gay as a Peacock. 
= She had, indeed, ſome Reaſon to be proud, for 
the Duke of Tyfcany was ſmitten with her Charms, 
and had been tampering with HUMOUR to re- 
gotiate the Buſineſs of obtaining her for a Miſ- 
ireſs: The Duke tempted him with the Offer of 
a very conſiderable Place at Court, HUMOUR 
& refuſed the Place, but undertook the Buſineſs ; 
be told the Duke, that he thould be very glad to 
@ have the Honour of ſerving him in any Capacity 
that was ſuitable to his Charadter, that as he had 
got been uſed to a Court, and knew no Body 
there, he ſhould be like a Fiſh out of Water; 
| that he ſhould think himſelf extremely happy 


with a moderate Stipend, and the Liberty of liv- 


ing amongſt his own Acquaintance : The Duke 
deſired him to think and chooſe for himſelf ; that 
be ſhould have any Thing he aſked, but preſſed 


him not to Joſe Time in managing this Affair, on 
which his Happineſs intirely depended. EU- 
MOUR immediately informed his Father and 
Mother of the Duke's Deſign, and they managed 
Matters ſo artſully, as to keep vp the Fire of his 
Paſſion, by a ccntinual Renovation of Hope, but 
Iucceeded by a perpetual Diſappointment. 
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The frequent Repetition of their Tricks and 
Artifices, at length turned the Duke's Head, and We 
I was ſent for to him, My ſecond Viſit was to 
my Father and his Family, whom I congratulated We 
on the extraordinary Change of their Condition, 
but (what is incredible after my Kindneſs to then) 
they affected not to know me, 


VANITY looking upon me as a Perſon ſhe {MW / 
had never ſeen before, faid, with a Sneer, I fup- WW 
poſe, Sir, you are the ſtrange Doctor that was ) 
ſent for to the Duke ; pray Sir, how does he t 
do? He is poiſoned, Madam, Poifoned ! fays ! C 
ſhe; who could poiſon him? The fame Perſon, Nec 
Madam, that poiſoned my Mother. She ſeeme! 
a little diſturbed with this Reply, bur I left her 
to chew upon 1t. 


I went to viſit my Patient a ſecond Time, and 
from thence to the Privy Council, who were wait- 
ing to know my Opinion of the Caſe. I told 
them that the Duke would do well, but that there 
was one Thing neceſſary to be done, which wa: 
to ſend VANITY out of the Country, Madam 
was forthwith ordered away, ana HUMOUR 
choſe to accompany her, for tear of being laid by 
the Heels for the Duplicity of his Behaviour to 
the Duke. 


forgot to mention before, that PRUDENCE 
came with me upon this Expedition, and that ſhe 
had, upon our Arrival, got Intelligence of every 
Circumitance relative to the Duke's Inſanity, 
'The Advantage I found from her Conduct upon 
this Occaſion, determined me never to go any 
where without her-for the ſuture. 
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CHAP, VII. 


T \ HE Reformation in Germany by Martin 
Luther, had made great Advances. My 
Mother and WIS DO M being deeply engaged in 
this Work, and having promoted the Proteſtant 
Cauſe with remarkable Ardour and Firmneſs, had 
created to themſelves many and violent Enemies 
in the oppoſing Parties; and this is the Reaſon 
why they have never fince reſided in any Country 
which has a Papiſt for its Sovereign, My Father 
and his Family were Free- Thinkers, and there- 
fore did not trouble their Heads about eccleſiaſ- 
tic Diſputes ; they preferred that Religion to all 
others, which allowed the greateſt Indulgences, 


I was now preparing to leave Florence; VA- 
NITY and her Son HUMOUR were pack'd off; 
and. the Duke was recovered from his Inſanity, 
PRUDENCE, who had not ſeen my Mother or 
WISDOM for many Years, was flattering herſelf 
with the Happineſs ſhe ſhould enjoy in our in- 
tended Viſit to them, when Dame Fortune turned 
Things topſy-turvy, and fruſtrated in a Moment 
our moſt ſanguine Expectations. The Affair was 
this: The Duke had no ſooner recovered his 
Senſes, than he began to make Enquiry after 
VANITY ; the Lords in waiting did not know 
how to behave upon ſo critical an Occaſion ; they 
gave him ſome evaſive Anſwer, which ſerved on- 
ly to encreaſe his Suſpicions ; he was determined 
to come to the Bottom of it, He called his Pri- 
vy-Council together; but before they met, a 

certain 
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certain Nobleman, who had been at the Head of 
the laſt Adminiſtration, took an Opportunity to 
inform his Highneſs, that VANITY was baniſh- 
ed Florence by my Advice, and by the Authority 
of his Miniſtry, The Duke went immediately to 
the Council-Chamber ; diſmiſſed the great Off- 
cers of State, and appointed others in their Pla- 
ces, of which the informing Nobleman before- 
mentioned was at the Head. The Loſs of their 
Places was the only Puniſhment they ſuffered for 
the Offence againſt their Prince, but mine was 
much more ſevere. VANITY was forthwith re- 
called, and a Proſecution at Law was commen- 
ced againſt me by Order of Government, I was 
charged with high Crimes and Miſdemeanors; 
the principal of which were, firſt, that I had 
2 it as my Opinion in Council, that the 
uke's Indiſpofition could not be cured without 
the Baniſhment of VANITY : Secondly, that 
] had declared his Highneſs had been poiſoned by 
VANITY. To the firſt of theſe Charges I was 
adviſed by my Council to plead guilty, and fave 
the Court the Trouble of entering into it ; which 
might incline them to be favourable in their Sen- 
tence ; as to the ſecond Charge, I did not ſup- 
poſe it poſſible to bring any Proof to ſupport it. 
for 1 was very ſure that I had never faid a Sylla- 
ble upon the Subject, except the Hint I had given 
to VANITY, which was no Evidence at all; in 
ſhort, the Trial came on, and when my Council 
put them to the Proof of what I was charged 
with in the ſecond Indictment, to my great Aſto- 
niſhment, they produced a Paper on which was 
wrote, with my own Hand, the following Words, 
Aug. 18, 1560, The Duke of Tuſcany poiſoned by 
VANITY, The Judge upon the Bench was a 
Man of great Parts and Experience, his Abilities 
in the Law, and his A'tachnent to the reigning 
Prince, had made him very reſpectable at Court, 
and reverenced by the interior Practitioners ; = 
| rac 
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; the intire Satisfaction of whom, he had often- - 


& emplified, that the Succeſs of a Cauſe did not fo 
much depend on the Merits, as on the Manage- 
ment of the Jury; and in this particular Inſtance, 
he took extraordinary Pains to make himſelf un- 
derſtood by the Gentlemen of the Jury, leſt they 
* ſhould make ſome Miſtake, and acquit the De- 
© linquent whom he intended to puniſh, I was ac- 
cordingly found guilty, and ſentenced to pay a 
© large Fine, and to ſuffer two Years Impriſon- 
ment. That the Reader may not remain in the 
Dark about the Paper Evidence on which I was 
convicted, it is neceſſary to tell him that it had 
been a Cuſtom with me to make my daily Memo- 
randums on looſe Papers, and afterwards, at my 
| Leiſure, enter them into my Regiſter. The Per- 
ſons employed in managing the Proſecution againſt 
4 me, had got Intelligence of my Manner of going 
Jon, and therefore bribed my own Servant to ſteal 
my Papers, and ſo were wicked enough to make 
Zone Man a Thief, to convict another of Defama- 
tion. 
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CAP. VI. 


I WAS conducted to Priſon under a ſtrong 
11 Guard, and amidft an infinite Croud of Spec- 
tators, who were very clamorous ; for they had 
taken it into their Heads, that the Hand of Power 
had directed the Hand of Juſtice to find me guil- 
ty : However true this might be, I took every 
Method I could think of to pacify them ; which, 
after ſome Time, had the deſired Effect. 


VANITY 
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VANITY was returned — ſhe had been to 
Court—the Duke was again moved at her firſt 
Appearance, and indeed it would have been very 
extraordinary if he had not, for ſhe was a Siren 
that no Body could liſten to, without being infa- 
tuated by her Charms—the only Safeguard againſt 
her deceitful Allurements, was a thorough Con- 
ſciouſneſs of one's own Unworthineſs, The Duke 
relapſed into his old Diſorder, and J had an Inti- 
mation given me by a ſecond-hand Courtier, that 
I might procure my Enlargement, by undertaking 
once more the Cure of his Highneſs; before! 
gave any Anſwer, I took Time to conſider of it, 
and to conſult with PRUDENCE, who I ſound 
was very much averſe to the Propoſal, What! 
ſays ſhe, have you not been kicked down Stair:— 
threatened with hanging — fined and impriſoned ? 
and will you again truſt to the empty Promiſes of 
Miniſters, who never keep their Word but when 
it coincides with their Intereſt? or can you de- 
pend upon a capricious Prince who acts more like 
a Madman when he is in his Senſes than when he 
is out of them? no—'tis better to loſe your Li- 
berty for a few Months, than to run the Riſque 
of loſing your Reputation for ever, 


Though I did not require Preſſing to take the 
Part which PRUDENCE adviſed, yet, I con- 
feſs, that I am always well pleaſed to find her 
Opinion agree with my own, I rejected all far- 
ther Treaty, and determined with myſelf to bear 
paliently the lingering Time of my cruel Captivi- 
ty. I was here in this School of Adverſity, at 
full Leiſure to contemplate and moralize on the 
ſeeming Contradiction of human Nature—I look- 
ed back to that Time of Day, and thoſe Places 
wherein Learning and the fine Arts were utterly 
unknown; there, ſaid I, TI met with naked Ho- 
neſty and common Humanity, but here, your 
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olite Literature and the Sciences have been car- 
ried to that Pitch, as to raiſe Man above himſelf 
and bring him nearer to the Deity—here, in this 
enlightened Country, 1 have been proſecuted as a 
Criminal, when I ſhould have been rewarded as 
a Benefactor to the Prince and the Public; how 
can this be accounted for ? ſurely, one would 
imagine that Refinement and Iniquity went Hand 
in Hand thro' the Univerſe, I was going on in 
this Reverie, when I was interrupted by a gentle 
Rap at my Door I bad the Nerds walk in, and 


there entered a tall lank Figure of a Man, with 


a fallow Complexion and melancholy Countenance; 


but there was a certain Wildneſs in his Eye, which 


plainly denoted that all was not right within. 1 
defired him to fit down; and as I knew him not, 
begg'd to be informed who he was, and how I 
came to be honoured with this Viſit. He then, 
after making ſome handſome Apoligies for the 
Intruſion, began in the following Manner, 


My Name, Sir, is Michael Icterio, of the Ci- 
* ty of Sewz/; once the happieſt Man in all Sparn, 


© but now the moſt miſerable, 1 ſhall be as con- 


* Ciſe as poſſible in the Relation of my Story, 
* without omitting thoſe Circumſtances which 
* are neceſſary to form a proper Judgment of 
* my Caſe, You muſt know, Sir, that when I 
arrived at the Age of nineteen, my Father ſigni- 
* fied to me, his Deſire that I ſhould marry ; 
and at the ſame Time aſked me, what I thought 
of Tereſa, the Daughter of our Neighbour Don 
* Podrano, fora Wife. I told him that I thought 
it impoſlible for any Perſon to diſlike her, but 
* that a Lady of her Beauty, Accompliſhments 
© and Fortune, could never condeſcend to think 
8 Pſhaw, pſhaw, ſaid my Father, you 
* talk like a Simpleton ; I have ſettled Matters 
* with her Father already, who has promiſed to 
* ſpeak to his Daughter upon the Subject, as 
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ſoon as he hears from me that you approve of 
it. I'll be anſwerable for her Conſent ; ſhe 
would not dare to diſoblige her Father; I' 
about it directly. My Father ſoon returned 
and acquainted me, that he had fixed the next 
Day for my viſiting the Lady. Bur how, Sir, 
ſaid I, if Tereſa ſhould, merely in Obedience to 
her Father, agree to give me her Hand without 
her Heart ? Or ſnppoſe ſhe ſhould at this very 
Time have a Paſſion for another? Sir, ſaid he, 
you may ſuppoſe what you pleaſe, but I ſup- 
poſe that if you meet with a favourable Re- 
ception 'To-morrow, your Suppoſes will all fall 
to the Ground, Here he left me to conſider 
of it, My Father was a Man of good Under- 
ſtanding, but had nothing of that Senſibility or 
Delicacy which are but too often the Source 
of our Miſeries and Misfortunes. I knew very 
well that Tere/a was greatly ſought after, and 
that her Father's Houſe was much frequented 
by ſeveral young Gentlemen, who far ſurpaſſed 
me in all thoſe Qualifications that render Men 
amiable in the Eyes of the fair Sex, I had lit- 
tle Reaſon to expect that a Perſon of my cold 
reſerved Behaviour, could be at all agreeable 
to a Lady of her lively Diſpoſition. I own that 
had long ſecretly fighed for this fair One, but 
ſhould never have made it known, if my Fa- 
ther had not interpoſed his Authority and paved 
the Way for the Diſcovery. I waited for the 
approaching Hour of Appointment with Fear 
and Trembling; and, if I might be allowed to 
gueſs at what Criminals feel when they are 
brought beſore their Judge, I ſhould imagine 
it muſt reſemble the Agitation of my Mind, 
upon my firſt Appearance before Tereſa. When 
| left Home, I had ſettled my Plan of Acdrefs, 
and had formed a Converſation apropos to the 
Occaſion, which 1 thought might be very eaſih 
introduced; but when I came into her Pre- 
* ſence, 
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ſence, it all vaniſhed inſtantly, and left me 
(deprived of Utterance) more like an in- animate 
Statue than a living Lover. To be ſure my 
Behaviour was beyond Meaſure ridiculous; 
ſhe ſaw my Confuſion, and did every Thing ſhe 
could to relieve me, My Viſit was very ſhort ; 
I came away highly pleaſed with my Mictreſs's 
Conduct, but much diſſatisfied with my own. 
However, I proſecuted my Suit, and found 
myſelf every Day more at my Eaſe, and. Tereſa 
fill more charming. But, tho' her Behaviour 
to me was in every Reſpect irreproachable, I 
was ſo conſcious of my own ImperfeQions in 
the Art of pleaſing, that I was never thorouh- 
ly convinced ſhe had that Regard for me which 
a Huſband is intitled to ; and yet Things were 
gone too far to retract; nor indeed, did I with 
to break it off, if I could have done it with 
Honour, 


My Father and Don Pedrano had ſettled the 
Marriage Articles, and fixed a Day for our 
Wedding; In ſhort, Sir, we were married, 
and I believe for the firſt ſix Months there 
never was a happier Couple, But, I don't 
know how, by Degrees, the Thoughts of my 
own Unworthineſs recurred upon my Mind, 
and J have frequently, in expoſtulating with 
my Wife upon the Subje&, expreſſed my Sur- 
prize, that a Woman poſſeſſed of every Per- 
fection both of Body and Mind, could throw 
herſelf away upon a Man fo totally undeſerving 
of her. Her Anſwer was always, that ſhe had 
never once repented of what ſhe had done, 
and that nothing could add to her Happineſs, 
but ſeeing me ſo, This was kindly faid to be 
ſure ; but as it proved too much, it ſerved 
only to encreaſe my Doubts, and I began to 
think that there muſt be Somebody or other 
that ſhe liked better than myſelf, I ſet to 
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Work directly to find it out, I told my Wife 
was going out of Town for a few Days: I 
then diſguiſed myſelf and went to every pub- 
lic Place which ſhe frequented; and one 
Night at the Opera, I ſaw Don Alonſo bow 
very familiarly to "Tereſa; it is true he is of 
our Acquaintance, but then I thought I ſaw 
fomething in his Manner of doing it, which 
had the Air of Intrigue : I was determined to 
watch his Motions; the next Morning 1 ſaw 
his Carriage ſtop at my Door. He did not get 
out, for my Wife was from Home, The 
Day following I met one of my own Servants 
(who did not know me) with a Letter in his 
Hand directed for Don Alonſe ; Friend, ſaid 
I, you have a Letter I ſee for Don Alon/o: I 
am going to his Houſe and will fave you the 
Trouble of carrying it. So taking the Letter, 
when he was out of Sight, I preſently opened 
and read, 


*SIR, . 

I am not ſorry that I was abroad when you 
did me the Honour to call Veſterday you'll 
pardon me for being ſo indecorous, but 1 fear 
my Huſband is grown ſuſpicious of my Con- 
duct; muſt therefore beg you will, not for 
the Future viſit at our Houſe, but when you 
are ſure he is at Home. | 


J am, Sir, yours, &c. 


T ERES a. 


© This ſufficiently confirmed what I had ſuſ- 
peed ; I immediately prepared to follow Don 
Alonſo to Florence, whether he was to ſet out 
for, the next Day, as Reſident from the Court 
of Spain: I arrived here, two Days ago, and 
ſent him a Challenge, which he was cowardly 

enough 
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enough to anſwer by a Peace-Officer, who 
* brought me to this Prifon, where I am to re- 
main until I aſk Don Alonſo's Pardon, What 


* would you adviſe me to ? 


Here the Spaniard ended his Tale, and I diſ- 
miſſed him with this Admonition ; your Wife, 
Sir, is certainly chaſte—your Suſpicions are ill 
founded—you think too humbly of yourſelf, and 
too highly of other Men—the Lady who is the 
Cauſe of the Duke's Diſeaſe, would preſently 
cure your's—a little Converſation with her, 
would convince you, that you are quite another 
Kind of Man from what you imagine—go—lſeek 
her out—throw yourſelf firſt in her way, and 
then at your Lady's Feet, and be happy. 


During my Confinement, J had many Patients 
whoſe Caſes were fo exceedipgly finguiar, that g 
Deſcription of them would look more like Inven- 
tion than true Hiſtory, I ſhall therefore, pals 
them over in Silence, 
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Little before the Expiration of my Impri- 

5 ſonment, I received a Letter from my 
Mother informing me that WISDOM and She 
were then in England, were they wiſhed very 
much to ſee me that they were become Favorites 
in that Court, and WISDOM was frequently 
conſulted by the reigning Queen Elizabeth, I 
had no Inducement to make my Stay at Florence 


D. 3 longer 
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longer than needs muſt ; and therefore, as ſoon 
as I was at Liberty, I took my Departure for 
England on Board a Genoeſe Veſſel, In our 
Paſſage, we paſted by that very formidable Fleet 
called the Spanith Armada, which was deſtined 
for the Invaſion of Englund. We arrived at 
Dower in 1588, from whence I ſet out directly 
for Landon, Here PRUDENCE and ] had the 
Tlappinefs of meeting again with my Mother and 
\WISDOM in a Country and at a Tine the molt 
fuitable to our reſpeQive Inclinations, I had 
nothing to do at Court, tho” I often went there, 
but to amuſe myſzIf—they did not ſtand in Need 
of my Aſſiſtance. My chief Employment, in my 
Proicilion, was in viſiting the Fanaticks and 
Papiſts, of which the latter were, ſcveral Times, 
mad enough to attempt the Lite of their lawful 
Sovereign; this I was always ſo lucky as to pre- 
vent, though I could never thoroughly cure the 
Diſeaſe. At the Time of my Impriſonment lig 
Florence, it ſeems my Father, GENIUS and 

HUMOUR made a Trip to London, where, 
upon their Arrival, they made aa Acquaintance 
with a Perſon belonging do the Play-Houſe ; 

this Man was a profligate in his Youth, and, 
as ſome ſay, had been a Deer-ſtealer, others 
deny it; but be that as it will, he certainly was 


a Thief from the Time he was firſt capable of 


diltinguithing any Thing; and therefore it i; 
immaterial what Articles he dealt in. I ſay, my 
Father and his Friends made a ſudden and violent 
Intimacy with this Man, who, ſeeing that they 
were a negligent careleſs People. took the firſt 
Opportunity that preſented itſelf, ro rob them 
of every Thing he could lay his Hands on, and 
the better to conceal his Theft, he told them, 
with an affected Concern, that one Misfortune 
never comes alone—that they had been actually 
informed againſt, as Perſons concerned in an 
aflaſſination Plot, now ſecretly carrying on by 


Mary 
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Mary Queen of Scots, againſt the Queen of Eng- 
land, that he knew their Innocence, but they 
muſt not depend npon that—nothing but quitting 
the Country could fave them, T hey took his 
Word and marched off forthwith for Holland. 
As ſoon as he had got fairly rid of them, he 
began to examine the Fruits of his Ingenuity, 
Amongſt my Father's Baggage, he preſently caſt 
his Eye upon a common place Book, in which 
was contained, an infinite Variety of Modes and 
Forms, to expreſs all the different Sentiments of 
the human Mind, together with Rules for their 
Combinations and Connections upon every Sub- 
je or Occaſion that might occur in Dramatic 
Writing. He found too in a ſmall Cabinet, a 
Glaſs, poſſeſſed of very extraordinary Properties, 
belonging to GENIUS and invented by him; by 
the Help of this Glaſs he could, not only ap- 
proximate the external Surface of any Object, 
but even penetrate into the deep Receſſes of the 
Soul of Man—could diſcover all the Paſſions, and 
note their vatious Operations in the human 
Heart, In a Hat-hox, wherein all the Goods 
and Chattles of HUMOUR were depoſited, he 
met with a Maſk of curious Workmanſhip, it 
had the Power of making every Sentence taat 
came out of the Mouth of the Wearer, appear 
extremely pleaſant and entertaining—the joycoſe 
Expreſſion of the Features was exceedingly natu- 
ral, and it had nothing of that ſhining Polith 
common to other Maſks, which is tov apt 19 
caſt diſagreeable Reflections. 


In what Manner he had obtained this illgotten 
Freaſure was unknown to cvery Body but my 
Mother, WISDOM, and Myſelf; and we ſhould 
not have found it out, if the Maſk, which upon 
all other Occaſions is uſed as a Diſguiſe, had not 
made the Diſcovery, The Maik of HUMOUR 
was our old Acquaintance, but we agreed, tho' 
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much againſt my Mother's Inclination, to take 
no Notice of the Robbery, for we conceived that 
my Father and his Friends would eaſily recover 
their Loſs, and were likewiſe apprehenſive that 
we could not diſtreſs this Man without deptiving 
his Country of its greateſt Ornament, 


With theſe Materials, and with good Parts 
of his own, he commenced. Play- Writer; how 
he ſuce:eded is needleſs to ſay, when I tell the 
Reader that his name was Shakeſpear, 


HO? WISDOM was in high Eſtimation at 

this Court, and had the Satisfaction of 
ſeeing his Advice and Opinions in general purſued 
both by the Queen and her Adminiſtration, yet 
there were many Things which diſpleaſed him; 
he plainly perceived that my Mother was not 
always treated with that ReſpeQ which was due 
to a Woman of her Character. The Storm, 
which was then brewing up againſt the unfortu- 
nate Mary Queen of Scots, in particular gave 
much Umbrage to my Mother. They withdrew 
from Court, and retired io & remote Part of the 
Country, where they remained till a violent 
Death at length put an End to the complicated 
Miſeries of tuat unhappy. Princeſs, | 


My Father and his Family were but ill off 
in Holland; a Country whoſe ſole Attention was 


fixed on acquiring Riches by Trade and Induſtry, 
had 
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had very little Reliſh for the Performances of 


my Father or the Works of GENIUS; the Peo- 


ple of "Amſterdam looked upon thoſe of London 
and Paris as Madmen in encouraging ſuch uſeleſs 


Animals. However, HUMOUR; tho' he had 
* loſt his Maſk, put a good Face upon the Matter, 


and often rallied their Misfortunes ſo agreeably, 
that they found a certain Portion of Adverſity 


was no bad Ingredient towards the Compoſition 


of Happineſs... VANITY was ſtill at Florence, 
and the Duke remained in the ſame Situation I 
left him; but the Contagion beginning to ſpread 
itſelf among the Nobility, the common People 


began to grow clamorous, and were determined 
to remove the Cauſe before the Evil became 
general; they took the Opportunity, when 

VANITY was going to the Opera, to ſeize her, 


and carry her on Board a Veſſel provided for 


the Purpoſe, and ſo ſhipped her off for Amſterdam, 


where ſhe arrived to the great Joy of the noble 


Family before mentioned; this Acquiſition to 


the Triumvirate, was regarded by that Repub-, 
lic as a Calamity to the State, which they ſoon 
made appear by diſcountenancing VANITY 
wherever the came; the bad Reception they met 


with, and the decreaſing Situation of their Finan- 
ces obliged them to form ſome Plan by which 
they might conceal their Perſons, and recruit 


their common Purſe ; they called a Council, and 


it was preſently agreed, to take up the antient 


but ignoble Trade of Fortune-telling, It muſt 


be acknowledged that there never were four 


People better qualified for ſuch an Undertaking. 
They immediately changed their Quarters to 


another Part of the City, where my Father and 
ENI Us aſſumed the exterior Appearances of 
ſecond - ſighted Egyptians juſt arrived from Grand 
Cairo. VANITY pulled off her Patches and 
new drefſed herſelf —HUMOUR added two Pair 
of Breeches to thoſe he had on already; and 
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thus equipped, they paſſed for a Trader and hi. 
Wife, newly come from Rotterdam; they hi: 
likewiſe other Habits and Diiguiſes ſuitable tg 
the different Characters they were to repreſen: ; 
my Father acted the Part of the Doctor, and 
GENIUS in an outward Room, condeſcended 
to play his Servant, in which to acquit him- 
ſelf well, required Abilities equal to his Matter, 
The Buſineſs of VANITY and HUMOUR 
was to inſinuate themſelves among the People, 
and to come at the private Hiſtories of different 
Families. My Father and GENIUS began the!: 
Conjuration by publithing flaming - Hand- bills, 
ſetting forth not only their former Predictions, 
but foretelling Things both of a private and pub— 
lic Nature, which were to happen ard actually 
did ſo in the Space of a few Days, Thcie 
Events gained them great Credit in their Pro— 
teſſion ; the People being unacquainted with thc! 
Abilities, and the Confederacy which was cart 
ed on, looked upon their Performances as ſome- 
thing preternatural ; they had great Variety cl 
Cuſtomers, whoſe Credulity at once filled. the 
Pockets and afforded them much Entertainment; 
they went on for ſome Time with prodigious 
Succeſs, 'till an untoward Accident jntirely Few 
vp their Plan of Operations, and denioliſhed 
them Root and Branch; the Affair was this; 4 
Lady, neither young nor handſome, who lad 
been crufſed in Love ſome Ycars before, wi: 
defirous of knowing if ever ſhe ſhould marry, 
and to whom, My Father told her, ther e 
would, in three Days, at ſuch a Place and Hour, 
meet 2 Perſon who would ſalute her in a vu) 
civil Manner; that he was a Venetian Nobleman 
of very high Rank, and would be ſoon Docs d 
Venice; that it muſt be her own Fault if ſhe did 
not marry him, The Lady departed vaſtly ples: 
ſed with her Deſtiny, and HUMOUR was cr 
dered to hold hiiuſelf in Readineſs to Act the 

Venetial 
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Venetian at the Time appointed. The Lady did 
not fail being at the Rendezvous; and HU 
MOUR accolting her with an Air of Conſe— 
quence mixed with Kindneſs, declared that he 
had never till that Moment ſcen the Woman that 
could make him happy—he begged to have the 
Honour of drinking Coftee with her at her own 
Houſe that Afternoon—the Lady conſented, and 
every Thing paſſed at this Meeting, to the Satis- 
faction of both Parties. But when HUMOUR 
took his Leave, at that very Inſtant a Relation 
of the Lady's entered, who aſked her immediate- 
ly who the Gentleman was that went out. She 
told him it was a Venetian Nobleman—that a 
Venetian Nobleman! replied the Relation, 
(laughing) by Heavens, he's a common Sailor 
1 faw him Yeſterday in a Jacket and Trowlers ; 
there is ſomething ſo peculiarly jocular in his 
Face, that I ſhould know him amongſt a thou- 
ſand. In ſhort, the Gentleman was fo poſitive 
in his Aſſertion, that the Lady at laſt confeſſed 
the had been to the Conjurer, and every Thing 
relative to that Tranſaction, The Gentleman 
without Delay applied to a Magiſtrate, who 
granted his Warrant for apprehending them. Tt 
happened very unlucky that they thould be de- 
tected on that Day, for they intended to have 
left Holland the next. And this laſt Stroke of 
their Art was not meant to be carried into Exe- 
cution, but merely to ſee how far the Lady's 
Faith would extend, When the Officer went to 
execute his Warrant, he found them in « Burſt 
of Laughter at the Account HUMOUR had 
been given them of his Reception: but as ſoon 
as they perceived the Paper of Authority, they 
all changed Countenance ; and what added to 
their Mortification, the Officer obliged them to 
go along with him, habited as they were, thro? 
the Streets to the Houſe of Coriection. My 
Father in his Conjurer's Dreſs marched firſt; 

GENIUS 
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GENIUS as his Servant followed him ; VANI“ 
TY in the Apparel of a Burgo- Maſter's Wife 
went next, and the noble Venetian brought up 
the Rear, Indeed they were not cloſely confined 
like Criminals, nor did they receive any corporal 
Puniſhment, but they were informed that they 
could not be releaaſed without getting fome Per- 
ſons of Credit to appear to their Characters, and 
giving Security for their future good Behaviour. 

his they knew was impoſſible to procure in that 
Country, for they had not a ſingle Friend in the 
whole united Provinces, They were therefore 
under a Neceſlity of applying elſewhere ; and for 
that Purpoſe drew up the following Petition, 
which was addreſſed to all Kings, Potentates and 
Princes of every Denomination ; and to all others 
of any Rank and Condition whom it may Con- 
cern. | 


The Humble Petition. of Wir, Genivs, Vaxi- 
TY and HuuouR, 


SHEWETH, . 
Tnar your Petitioners have from Time to 


Time, and at all Times, been ready and willing 


to ſerve Mankind in General to the beſt of their 
Abilities ; that they have by their Influence and 
Management, frequently raiſed common Men to 
crowned Heads, and reduced crowned Heads to 
common Men, according to the Will of their Pa- 
trons and Employers that in Trials at Law, 
they have convicted many innocent Men of Mur- 
der, and have acquitted the guilty; that in 
Matters of Property, they have often deceived 
the Judges, confounded the Jury, and turned 
the Stream of Juſtice out of its natural Courſe 
(in Spite of all legal Evidence) to the great Sa- 
tisfaction of their Clients, and to the Aſtoniſh- 
ment of every Stander-by ; that they have never 
made the leaſt Objection when they were called 

upon 
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upon, to excite the People to Rebellion againit 
their King; to ſow Sedition in national Aſſcin— 
blies, or to create Diſcord and Differences in 
private Families, even at the Expence of their 
own Reputations; that your Petitioners at pre- 
ſent lie under the diſgraceful Circumſtance of 
being confined, for a trifling Miſdemeanor, in a 
Priſon at Amſterdam: from whence they hope to 
be releaſed by the kind Interpoſition of ſome well 
diſpoſed Perſons ; and your Petitioners ſhall ever 


pray. 


This Petition was diſperſed through every ca- 
pital City in Europe, and many were the Compe- 
titors for ſetting the Petitioners at Liberty ; for 
there was ſcarcely one ſovereign Prince at that 
Time of Day, who did not ſtand in Need of their 
Aſſiſtance, But whether the Dutch choſe rather 
to make that their own Act and Deed, which 
they muſt have been ſhortly compelled to do; or 
whether they were afraid of making ſuch formi- 
dable People their Enemies, I know not; but it 


| is certain that they diſmiſſed the Priſoners with 
| great Civility, and diſcharged the Magiſtrate, who 


had committed them, from his Office, to ſthew 


| their Diſapprobation of the Inſult which had been 


offered them, 
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Y Mother and WISDOM were long ſince 

returned to London; during their Ablence, 
many extraordinary Events had been brough: 
about, which gave them both great Uneaſine!- 
WISDOM, indeed, was too much the Philote- 
pier not to be reconciled to the ſlippery Dealing; 
of Dame Fortune, and to take the motley World 
as he {ound it, det ! it was not ſo with my Mothet 
Ceitainly ao Woman was ever worſe calculate, 
to live in a great City, where falſe Report. eie 
daily propagated and fupperted to ferve ſome vie 
Purpo!; Where Vice prevails and imtious Men: 
bear: Se ay; and where modeſt Merit turned out 
of Doors, io make Room for bare-faced Flattery 
and impudent Aﬀertion, Theſe were Things 
which my Mother could never hear u Patience, 
and, I think, the took then tor mug 5 to Ficart; 
for though the Parties weile 16:lic Strangers t9 
her, ſhe could not hc! p bei: 8 gricvoully „alt 2 5 
by 11; for which WISDOM ö often rebuke 
but i: did not make che leaſt Alteration 13 het 
Conduct. PRUDENCE. adviſed her 10 quit this 
Scene of Nolſe and Iaio quity, and reti 2 to ſome 
unircquented Solitude, hit het ſhe offered to ac- 
company her, But tui Scheme was objected to 
both by WI DOM and myſelf; he could not 
bear the Taoughts of parting «; ith my Mother, 
nor could I think of living without PRO: 
DENCE. 


Soon 
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Soon after the good Queen Elizabeth drew ber 
laſt Breath, and relinquithed her earthly Crown 
for one more glorious in the Regions of Bliſs and 
Happineſs, my Mother was feized with a violent 
Fever, from which however ſhe eſcaped with 
Life, but it deprived her ot her Speech; that i 
it N ſuch a Hoarſeneſs that the could only ſpeak 

a Whiſper, This Mlalady continued thiough- 
3 the whole Reign of James the Firſt; but 
tho' this was a mortifying Circumſtance to her, 
it was rather a fortunate one to our Family, to 
whom only the could whiſper her Grievances. If 
ſhe had been able to ſpeak out, ſhe wou'd have 
met with ſo many provoking Occaſions for her Re- 
ſentment, at this Time, that J don't know what 
might have N the Conſequence to her Femily. 
We tock all paſſible Precaution to keep from her 
Knowlecge every Piece of Intelligence that might 
give her Offence; but the infamous and cruel 
Treatment which was inflicted upon our Friend 
and Favourite Sir Walter Raleigh, made ſuch a 
Notte in the World, that my Mother muſt have 
been deaf and dumb not to have heard i. She 
tlentiy lamented this poor Gentleman's hard Fate, 
and PRUDENCE could not help owning that her 
Sorrow Was well founded. 


Upon the Acceliion of Charles the firit to the 
Throne of England, my Mother recovered her 
Voice; and, as ii the meant to make Awcnds 
for her lot ine, me flew abont, and vifited all 
public Places, ! ihe Houſe cf Commons, thoſe 
celebrate. Spee ci. es made at he Beginning of this 
Reign, in profit in to the ubitrary Proceec- 
ins 01 * Crown, were directed by WISDOM 
and ſupported by her, With ſuch powerful Ad- 
vocates, it is n Vonder that the patriotic Party 
carried their Point: but, as it too often happens, 
the Succeſs of their Negociations began to intox- 

icate 
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:cate the Minds of the People, and gave an Open- 
ing 'to thole crafty deſigning Men, who, under 
the Maſk of Religion, overturned the State, and 
changed the Form of Government; at the Inter- 


ceſſion of PRUDENCE, I acted the Part of a 


Moderator between the King and his Subjects, 
and endeavoured to conquer the inflammatory 
Diſorder before it reached the vital Parts; but 
notwithltanding copious Bleedings and many Me- 
dicines were adminiſtered, the Brain was diſtem- 
pered, and I found that nothing but taking off 
the Head of the Conftitution could ſave the Body 
from a total Mortification, But as this was a Re- 
medy which Humanity forbad me to recommend, 
I kept my Opinion to myſelf, and left my Patient 
in the Hands of ſome certain bold Practitioners, 
who ſoon afterwards performed the Operation 
without the leaſt Degree of Feeling or Remorſe. 


— 
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HE Commonwealth, which followed the 

fatal Cataſtrophe of King Charles the firſt, 
every one knows, was diſtracted for ſome Time, 
with civil Commotions both in Church and State ; 
until that Maſter-piece of Cunning and Diſſimu- 
lation, Oliver Cromwell, quieted all, by uſurp- 
ing the Regal Authority, with the Scriptures in 
one Hand, and the Sword in the other, My Mo- 
ther, who was at the Beginning of the laſt Reign, 
remarkably alert and vivacious, had, towards the 
End of it, loſt all her Spirits; ſhe was bore down 
by the Torrent of Abuſe and impudent Falſhoods, 
which the Regicides themſelves had the Aſſurance 
to 
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to alledge in, Juſtification of their bloody Pro- 
ceedings. WISDOM uſed many Arguments with 
my Mother to reconcile her to the Neceſſity of 
the Times. Amongſt others, he told her that 
Charles was certainly an honeſt Man, an indu]- 
gent Father, and good Chriſtian ; that Cromwell 
was none of theſe, but that he pofſeſſed in a ve- 
ry high Degree, all thoſe Qualities which are re- 
quiſite in the Compoſition of a great Prince; that 
England would derive Good out of this Evil, 
which muſt furniſh a laſting Leſſon to all future 
Monarchs, how they attempt to extend their Pre- 
| rogative, to the Prejudice of the Liberties of 
their Subjects. 


Upon the Death of the Protector, or rather at 

the Reſtoration of Monarchy, which happened 

| ſoon after, Things wore a very different Aſpect; 

a new Scene preſented itſelf to all Zurope ; Price, 

Cant, and Hypocriſy retired to make Room for 

Intrigue, Luxury and Obſcenity ; the Pſalm-ting- 

| ing Times of Oliver were changed to the danc- 

ing Days of Charles the ſecond ; the People had 

been ſick and ſurfeited with the outward and vi- 

| ſible Signs of Religion in the Commonwealth, and 

were therefore now determined to preſerve no 
dign or Appearance of it at all, 


| My Mother and WISDOM went to Holland, 
at the Invitation and earneſt Requeſt of De Mi: 
their Friend, and at that Time, a leading Man 
; in the Republic. My Father and his Family, 
a after they had been honourably diſcharged from 
their Confinement, made the beſt of their Way 
for France, where they lived rather ſparingly 
| than ſplendidly, till Lewis the fourteenth came 
of Age, who, falling deſperately in Love with 
VANITY, took her into Keeping, and never 
parted with her to his dying Day. Tho? this 
Prince had as many Concubines as King Solomon, 

yet 
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yet none was ſo great a Favourite, or had ſuch 
abſolute Power over him as VANITY :—Wit- 
neſs his ſtupendous Buildings, magnificent 
Shews and public Entries; the Thouſands and 
Ten Thouſands which he f-v or cauſed ro be 
fin, and all to farisfy her Prid na Ambition. 
My Father's Affairs, by this Conan, were 


put in a flouriſhing Situation. {205 be 
heard that my Wother and WISUD/ tad et 
Londan, his Fi::nd GENIUS anc i repa red 
thither. Tue wore exceedingly well received 


at that Court, an very ſoon became the Darling: 
of Charles and h k ſſociates. But it turned 
out afterwards, tn their Journey to Lordi, 
was not merely to gratiſy their Inclinations at 
that gay Court. They were employed as the 
ſecret Agent» or rather Spies of Lewis about the 
Perſon of Charles, who was tov much abſorbed 
in Pleaſure ever to have ſuſpected their teal 
Defigns, VANITY furniſhed them with pro- 
per Iaſtruct'ons from Tine to Time, how 19 
act; and HUMOUR performed the Part of 1 
regular Courier betwixt Paris and Lendon, T!:3 
Bufineſs had been going on for ſome Time, 
when I one Day met HUMOUR in the Streets 
of London, diſguiſed in the Habit of a Dutch 
Skipper ; he would have avoided me, but when 
he found that I was determined he ſhould ac: 
knowledge me, he eFuſed his Shyneſs, by ſaying 
that he really ſuppoſed his paſling me by un n.. 
ticed, would be vety agrecable to me, as he 
well remembered that I had formerly laid luc! 
an Injunction upon him. I owned that was ver) 
true, but at the fame Time I reminded him that 
we had been upon good Terms ever fince that 
little Miſunder! tanding, and therefore he mull 
have ſome other Reaſons for endeavouring “ 
conceal himſelf from me, which however, Idi 
not defire to be acquainted with, I then con 
gratulated him on the brilliant Figure his Fathe! 
WER 


— 
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bade in the Britiſh Court, and on the valuable 
P Attachment of his Mother to the French King. 
e told me, that he was juſt come from Holland, 
» Wwhich | might perceive by his Dreſs, and that he 
\ Would ſet out for Paris in a few Days to viſit his 
e other. 1 begged the Favour of troubling bim 
Frith a Line to his Mother, and ſo we parted. 


I could eaſily diſcern from the Duplicity of 
is Behaviour, that there was ſome Negociation 
„ arrying on, which I was not to be informed of, 
ed wy Deſign in writing to VANITY, was to 
„ Wexirat the Secret from her, which I thought pro- 
t bable enough, as ſhe was naturally oſtentatious 
ne Ned fond of ſhewing her Conſequence and Au— 
be Wſthority. I had not once ſet Eyes on wy Father 
1 {Wor GENIUS, fince their Arrival in FErgland, 
| ohich was not at all extraordinary; for PRU- 
- WOENCE and IJ, during this whole Reign, had 
o erer been at Court, and my Father and GENI- 
Us had ſeldom been out of it, The Manners and 
{Cuſtoms of the People in General, were very 
{conformable to the profligate Conduct of their 
Puperiors; and verified to a. Title, what the 


my 
en Poet ſays ; 
hen * . . 2 
Ny Regis ad Exemplum, totus componitur Orbis, 
ing 8 | 
no- HT] hbcir King's Example, SubjeQts follow, 
he As Hounds will cry, when Huntſmen hollow, 
uch . * * . 
ent Sick of theſe national Vices and public Cala— 


that nities, and urged by a ſtrang Deſire of viſiting 
py Mother and WISDOM, we turned our 
Thoughts towards Holland. It happened very 


Hun 
10 Ppportunely for us, that our good Friend Sir 
Jil illiam Temple, was juſt upon his Departure for 


that Place, in a public Character 1 mentioned 
our Intentions to him, and tod him I ſhould be 
eudy to attend him the Moment J kad hend 

froun 
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from France, which I expected every Hour 
The very next Day, HUMOUR left a Packet 
at my Houſe directed for me, the Size of which 
ſurprized me a good deal. Upon opening it, | 
found a large Plan of Inſtructions for forming a 
Treaty of Peace between France, Spain, the 
United Provinces and England; it likewiſe con- 
tained the following ſhort Letter. 


My deareſt Life, 
* SINCE my laſt, Lewis has made an Alte- 


perceive by the incloſed Inftrutions, The 
States general muſt be cruſhed—and Charles 
too, if it can be done with Safety to France— 
puſh the Eſtabliſhment of the Catholic Religion 
as much as poſſible—Fames will aſſiſt you in it. 
But above all Things mind your own Intereſt, 
* as you regard the Love and Eitcem of 


Teur's for ever, 


VANITY. 


It was pretty plain from the Contents of this 
Letter, that the Packet was intended for wy 
Father, tho' by Miſtake directed to me; and we 
muſt ſuppoſe that there was a Billet meant by the 
Writer, for me, which was addreſſed to my Fi: 
ther, I haſtened immediately to Sir William and 
communicated the whole Aﬀair, when we agreec 
to ſeal up the Packet and ſend it to my Father; 
and, without waiting for my ſuppoſed Letter, 
to ſet out directly for Holland. Sir William, by 
being poſſeſſed of their private Plan of Operali 
ons, was the better enabled do defeat them. 
How he ſucceeded in his Negotiation at the 
Hague is ſufficiently well known. This Blundet 
mult neceſſarily convince my Father that I wa 


now no Stranger to the Machinations carrying on 
between 


ration in his Scheme of Politics, as you will 


1 
between London and Paris, He knew that I was 
| gone to Holland, and that our Family were en- 
| gaged in the Support of the States general—He 
| forthwith meditated a Blow, which might at 
| once totally annihilate the Dutch Nation, and 
involve us in the common Ruin. To accompliſh 
this humane Project, he ſet VANITY to work 
upon Lewis—it was no ſooner ſaid than done 
every one knows how the low Countries were 
over-run by an immenſe French Army—the 
| Devaſtation they made—and the Cruelties they 
committed, whilſt Charles, intoxicated with the 
Fumes of Debauchery, remained a tame Specta— 
tor of the impending Ruin of his natural Allies, 
and James contributed every Thing in his Power 
to compleat their Deſtruction. But it fo happen- 
ed that the ſame Man, who at this Time gained 
immortal Honour by ſaving his Country, did, 
| ſome Years afterwards, wreſt the Scepter out of 
the Hands of James, whom Providence never in- 
# tended for the Ruler over a free People, 


| Upon the Demiſe of Charles the ſecond, my 
Father and GENIUS returned to France; and 
| our Family came over with the glorious Prince 
of Orange, to England, a little before the Abdi- 
Dn of that deſpotic Papiſt, James the ſe- 
| CONC, 
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MXR HE Operations and Influence of Vf. 
— NITY upon the Mind of Lewis the te 
N fourteenth, began to ſhew itſelf ir o 
* the moſt extraordinary Manner; h: Cc 
| was now mad enough to think of gir- 

ing Laws to all Europe: He ſent out his Fleet 

and Armies to conquer Nations and Kingdom: of 
which he could not keep, at the Expence of th: K 
Blood and Treaſure of his own Country. I 0: 


Diſtreſſes which theſe Quixote Schemes brougt 
upon the French Nation, put the ſenſible and 


thinking Part of the People upon trying ever 2 

Expedient that might poſſibly divert their Monat m 

| from his ambitious Purſuits, The reigning Fi W 
| vourites for the Time being, Madams Vale ht 
Menteſpan and Scarron, were engaged in the [i Pri 
| tereſt of thofe who wiſhed to reſtore Peace a Ste 
| Plenty to their ſtarving Countrymen—they uk anc 
| all their Arts and racked their Inventions to fu 127 
niſh rational Entertainments and ſocial Amul me 

ments for Lewis, but they met with ſuch Opp Ge 

ol / ſition from thoſe in the War Department, vi paſ 
| grew ſat on the Spoils of the Public, togeh Ch: 
| with the Aſcendancy which VANITY fill t -F 
taind e 
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tained over him, that all their Endeavours proved 
ineffeQtual. The laſt Effort they made towards 
relieving the general Diſtreſs, and recovering the 
King, was the forming an Aſſociation of all the 
firſt People who were independant of the Court, 
This they called the Committee of Grievances : 
and here they came to a Reſolution to invite me 
over to France, and to make me great Offers if 
[| would attend his Majeſty in my Phyſical Capa- 
city; but I excuted myſelf by ſaying, that I 
could be of no Service to him, without having 
free Acceſs to his Perſon, which, I apprehended, 
was impoſſible, unleſs the preſent great Officers 
of State were removed, VANITY, who had 
ſecret Intelligence of all that paſſed in their Com- 
mittee, took ſpecial Care to fruſtrate every At- 
tempt to change the Adminiſtration, So this 
Stratagem fell to the Ground, and the War was 
continued with greater Fury than ever, 


That Accidents will befal Mankind, in Spite 
of all the Guard and Precaution that human 
Knowledge is capable of, the following Anec- 
dote of myſelf will- ſufficiently evince, 


It was juſt after I had ſent back my Anſwer 
io the Invitation I had received from the Com- 
mittee of Grievances in France, that my Mother, 
WiSDOM, PRUDENCE and myſelf, were talk- 
ing and moralizing on the Subject of ambitious 
Princes ; when a hard Rap at the Door put a 
Stop to our Converſation. The Servant entered 
and told me there was a Clergyman at the Door 
ina Coach, who begged the Favour to ſpeak with 
me if I was at Leiſure, I bad him ſhew the 
Gentleman in, and proper Compliments being 
paſt, he told me that he had the Honour to be 
Chaplain to the Archbiſhop of Canterbury—that 
he was ordered by his Grace to preſent his beſt 
Reſpects to me, and that he ſhould be much 

; obliged 


| 
| 
| 
' 
| 


Friend ſhould have any Occaſion for me, and then 
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obliged to me if I would call upon him that 
Evening. I exprefled my Concern that my old 


enquired into the Cauſe of his Indiſpoſition ; the 
Chaplain replied that His Grace went out in the 
Morning very well, to the Cabinet Council, but 
whether it was owing to any Diſagreement or 
Altercation that might have "Mrs. there, or 
What it really was he could not tell; but that it ( 
is certain he came Home much diſturbed in his WW 5 
Mind, and that he muttered to himſelf my Name fo 
frequently; upon which, fays the Chaplain, | We 
aſked His Grace if he would have you ſent for; 
yes, ſays he, I ſhould be glad if you would fetch! 
him, but I would not have any of the Servants WW py 
in the Family know it, therefore take a Hackney v. 
Coach and go initantly. When the Chaplain Wh 


had done ſpeaking, I told him I was ready to Mle 
attend him—we got into the Coach, and away ve tha 
drove up one Street and down another, but to WM ane 
my Thinking (for it was very dark) we did not ſha 
approach at all towards the Archbiſhop's, at give 
which I expreſſed my Surpriſe to the Chaplain, you 
who ſaid it is very true, Sir, I forgot to tell you BW whe 
that his Grace is gone to a Friend's Houſe, to to ˖ 
meet you, to avoid being ſuſpected. At lengtt long 
the Coach ſtopped, and we entered the Hou rum; 


through a long Paſſage, which led to a ſma DEE 
Parlour, where the Chaplain left me, and ſa that 
he would acquaint his Grace that I was come with 
when I was left alone, I began to ſurvey ti: Morr 
Room I was in, which I found ſo ſhabbily fu hear 
niſhed, that I could not help wondering where ¶ went 
was got to, and how the Archbiſhop could ma with 
Choice of ſuch a Place to meet me at; but perl have 


haps, ſaid I to myſelf, the poor Gentleman i had ; 
difordered in his Mind, and that will account fe and 
every Thing, I then ſet down again and wait was 
contentedly for a full Hour, without ſeeing Wand |; 
Kearing a living Creature. My Patience beinraiſed 
qul Vo 
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quite exhauſted, 1 knocked upon the Floor with 
my Cane (for there was no Bell in the Room) 
when in came a Man, whom, by his Dreſs and 
Appearance, I ſhould have judged to be a low 
Kind of Tradeſman. I defired to know whether 
his Grace was ſtill in the Houſe, or gone Home 

again, and why I was detained ſo long without 

© ſeeing him; he anſwered, with a Smile upon his 

* Countenance, that his Grace was not here—that 

© he wiſhed with all bis Heart he was, both for his 

5 ſake and my own, becauſe he would have been a 
| WW good Companion for me, and he ſhould have been 
well paid for his Keeping. At theſe Words 1 
perceived that 1 had been trepanned into fome 
| Place of Confinement, and, upon aſking him what 
was become of the Clergyman that accompanied 
me rhither, he ſtopped me ſhort by ſaying, God 
| bleſs your Honour, he is no more a Clergyman 
| than I am—in ſhort Sir, you are my Priſoner, 
| and ſo make yourſelf as eaſy as you can—you 
| ſhall want for nothing that this Town affords— 
| give your Orders, and they ſhall be obeyed ; but 
you muſk not expect to know from me why or 
| wherefore you are brought here—all I am allowed 
to tell you, is, that your Confinement will not be 
long. Here my Jailor withdrew, and left me to 
ruminate on this extraordinary Event, PRU- 
DENCE was not ſurpriſed that J did not return 
that Night, . becauſe ſhe imagined I Raid to ſit up 
with the Archbiſhop ; but, when ſhe ſent in the 
Morning, how great was her Aſtoniſhment to 
hear I had never been there; and, as I never 
went upon a Journey without acquainting her 
with it, ſhe concluded ſome Misfortune muſt 
have happened to me; in ſhort, after many Days 
had paſfed, and no Tidings of me, my Relations 
and Friends began to give me over for loſt, — 
| was the general Topic of the whole Town, 
and there were a Thouſand different Stories 


raiſed, as is cuſtomary upon theſe Occaſions. 
Vor, I. E My 
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My Mother and PRUDENCE were ready to run 
wild about it, and WISDOM with all his Philo- 
ſophy, could not help ſhewing viſible Marks of 
Concern, He applied ro Government, and got 
the Secretary of State to publiſh the following 
Advertiſement by Authority, 


* WHEREAS an Impoſtor, who aſſumed the 
Character of Chaplain to the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, did, on Thurſday the fifth Inſtant, 
Nat ſeven in the Evening, come to the Houſe of 
, COMMON-SENSE, and then and there did 
« Tequeſt the ſaid COMMON-SENSE to go 
along with him to viſit the Archbiſhop ; which 
was accordingly complied with, Now the ſaid 
COMMON-SENSE having never been heard 
of ſince that Evening, his Friends are under 
the moſt alarming Apprehenſions for his Safety, 
And His Majeſty, out of his wonted Goodneſs 
and Humanity, and from a perſonal Regard to 
ſo uſeful a Member of Community, doth here- 
by offer a Reward of five Hundred Pounds to 
any Perſon or Perſons who ſhall diſcover and 
bring to Juſtice the Impoſtor aforeſaid. And 
His Majeſty further offers his moſt gracious 
Pardon to any others who may have been un- 
warily drawn in to be concerned in this Tranſ- 
action, and are not willing to give Information 
thereof; the Impoſtor aforeſaid, only excepted. 
Given at White-Hall this Fourteenth Day of 
* November, 1700, by his Majeſty's Command, 

; NOTTINGHAM. 


A * * * - LI * * * Co * * * * 


N. B. The Impoſtor had on, a Clergyman's 
Gown and Caſſock; is about five Feet 
eight Inches; has a long ſharp Nole, a 
Pale Complexion, black piercing Eyes, 
and dark Eye-Brows. 


While 
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While this Advertiſement was circulating 
about the World, the Town ſhewed their In- 
zenuity by their curious Conjectures, about what 
was become of me ; but the ſtrangeſt Report of 
all was, that, as I had been a known and avowed 
Enemy to the Catholic Religion, the Pope had 
hired ſome Ruffians to kidnap me and carry me 
off; and to corroborate this Opinion, they ob- 
ſerved that I was miſſing on the fifth of Novem- 
ber, which was the very ſame Day the Popiſh 
Plot was diſcovered in the Reign of James the 
firſt, 


However merry the People were pleaſed to 
make themſelves with my Misfortune, I certainly 
paſſed my Time miſerably enough; having no 
Body to converſe with but my Jailor, who, to do 


| him Juſtice, behaved better than moſt Men of his 
| Rank and Occupation generally do, 


When I had been in this Situation about three 


Weeks, my Jailor came into my Room one Even- 
ing with a chearful Countenance, and told me 


that the Hour of my Deliverance was at Hand— 


| that he had Orders to ſet me at Liberty, and 
| was ready to wait upon me to a Coach whenever 


| pleaſed, The Reader may ſuppoſe that I did 


not make the Gentleman wait longer than was 


neceſſary to get my Hat and Cane, So we ſet 
out, and after walking ſome Time in the Dark, 
found we were got into Cheapſide, oppoſite to 
a Stand of Coaches, one of which he immediately 
called, and putting me into it, without ſaying a 
Word, bad the Coachman drive to my Houſe, 
and then wiſhed me a good Night. When my 
Jailor had left me, 1 ordered the Coachman to 
drive to a certain obſcure Coftee- houſe where I 
was not known; from whence I fent a Line to 
PRUDENCE, ſignifying my Approach, which 
might prevent any violent Emotions of Joy in my 

* Mother, 


— 
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Mother, on my ſudden Appearance. Before my 
Arrival at Home, which was within an Hour of 
my writing to PRUDENCE, the News of my 
Return was ſpread over Half the Town; and, in 
two Hours more, the Publick did me the Honour 
to teſtify their general Joy by the Ringing of 


Bells, Bonfires &c. The firſt four or five Days 


were intirely taken up in receiving the congra- 
tulatory Viſits of my Friends, and many others 
to whom I was not the leaſt known before; but 
it was now become the Faſhion to ſhew Reſpect 
to me (as they called it) and I was therefore 
obliged to bear with their Impertinence. This 
publick Reſpect, which would have made ſome 
Men proud, was ſoon ſucceeded by a Species of 
Scurrility, that would have made ſome Men an- 
gry. They had neither of theſe EffeQs upon me, 
It ſeems the Town began to criticiſe the Hiſtory 
of my Adventure ; and they could by no Means 
reconcile it to Probability, that a Man ſhould 
decoy me away, confine me for three Weeks, 
pay my Expences during that Time, then ſet me 
at Liberty, and all this, for no one Reaſon that 
any Body could find our, , 


This Objection being ſtarted, was ſoon im- 
proved into a univerſal Belief that I had pur- 
poſely concealed myſelf, and that my Relations 
had invented a Canterbury Tale about the Arch- 
| biſhop's Chaplain, to ſee how it would operate 
upon the People, and to try whether the King 


and Government would intereſt themſelves in 


my Behalf, My Mother was much ſcandalized, 
and made very uneaſy, by theſe malicious Inſinu- 
ations : But a few Days cleared up the whole 
Affair to the Satisfaction of every one, except 
thoſe who had been very induſtrious in propaga- 
ting the Report, and were now afraid of being 
laughed at for their Ingenuity. =y 

US 
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This Diſcovery was made by the following 
Letter from Madam Scarron to my Mother, 


* Mapam, 


* 'Though I have not the Honour of knowing 
* you, I have always moſt earneſtly wiſhed for 
that Happineſs; Fortune has diſpoſed of me 
* otherwiſe ; I am deſtined to paſs my Days in a 
Court, where you ſeldom or ever come, But, 
that I may not appear altogether unworthy of 
* your Notice, I here ſend you a Piece of Intel- 
* ligence, which muſt be very acceptable to you, 
* as it will vindicate the Character of your Son, 
from the flanderous Imputation thrown out 
* againſt him, You muſt know then, Madam, 
that, as ſoon as the Committee of Grievances 
had ſent for your Son to attend our Monarch, 
VANITY, that Rival to my Happineſs in the 
© Heart of Lewis, diſpatched GENIUS to 
London. I immediately concluded ſome Mis- 
chief was going forwards, and therefore em- 
* ployed a truſty Friend to intercept any Letter 
from England that was directed to VANITY. 
He executed his Commiſhon punQually, and 
brought me the incloſed, by which you will ſee 
who it was that perſonated the Chaplain to the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury. 


G 


Paris, Dec. Jan, 
6th. 1700. ! 
- Yaur's, &&c. 
E. Scarron, 
"E 3 © Mapan. 
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© Manam, 
© I Thonght it was needleſs to acquaint you 
that COMMON-SENSE was in Cuſtody at 
your Suit—the News would reach you by 
twenty other Ways, as ſoon az 11 had wrote 
vou would have laughed to have ſeen how de- 
mure | locked in my Clergyman's Habit ! 
took the Precaution to black my Eye-brows 
and alter my Voice, for Fear my old Friends 
ſhould know me. As you are now under no 
Apprehenſions of his viſiting the King, I have 
diſcharged him—it has been an expenſive Job; 
I. was obliged to pay his Jailor well for keeping 
the Secret, the King of England having offered 
10 large a Reward for diſcovering it, 


* - * „ * — 


J am, Madam, 


London, New, Your's, Cc. 
27, 1700. 
GENIUS, 


Theſe Letters being immediately publiſhed, 
the People as ſoon changed their Sentiments, and 
were ſo exaſperated againſt GENIUS, that they 
would have torn him to Pieces if they could have 
found him; but the Bird was flown-—he had 


made his Eſcape to France, 


NA 
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CHAP. . 


F all the Frailties incident to human Na- 
ture, there is none ſo commonly met with 

as that brain-fed Fancy, CREDULITY ; every 
Individual has a Spice of it; we are all too apt 
to be warp'd into a Belief that thoſe Things will 
come to paſs, which our ſanguine Wiſhes ſpur us 
on to expect; and tho' Probability be ever ſo 
much againſt us, Self-Conceit ſtands Centry at 
the. Door—ſhuts up every Avenue, by which 
Reaſon might enter, and we enjoy the ſwelling 
Bubble *cll it burſts, The credulous Man, ab- 
ſtractly and unconnected with Mankind, is a 
harmleſs inoffenſive Creature; but; when mixed 
with the Community, if he happen to have a 
lively Imagination and an alluring Tongue, he 
becomes a more dangerous Animal than a mad Ox 
in a Croud ; he improves a gentle Hint into an 
abſolute Certainty, and from a ſmall Spark kin- 
dles fuch a Flame, as all the Engines of Under- 
ſtanding cannot preſently extinguiſh, But, that 
the uninformed Reader may not miſunderſtand me, 
by confounding Credulity with Faith, I will beg 
].cave to explain myſelf. Credulity is the Child 
of Irrationality, and the Parent of Fiction; Faith 
1s the Offspring of Judgment, and the Mother of 
Religion ; the former is the Produce of moral 
Crudities ; the latter, the Fruit of a good Di- 
geſtion, There are innumerable Examples to ſup- 
port this Doctrine; and the Reader would go 
before me, if I were diſpoſed to trouble him with 
them. Yet there is one, which falling under my 
phyſical Capacity, 1 _ forbear taking Notice 
of, 


ES 
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of, In a Treatiſe on the Venereal Diſeaſe, pub- 
liſhed not long ago, we find the following Obſer- 
vation, 


have not only ſeen the Diſeaſe (meaning a 
Gonorrhza) recur with all the Symptoms of its 
firſt Stage, in Conſequence of a Turtle Feaſt ; 
but have once known a Running with [nflam- 
mation brought on by the fame Means, in a ſo— 
ber married Man, who had been free from In- 
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it to any other Source,” 


This is ſurely a curious Specimen of artlef; 
Creduiity, How would the Men of Faith have 
behaved upon this Occaſion? The Man of Faith, 


who requires not mathematical Demonſtration 


for his Belief, provided that there are the Ap- 
pearances of 'Truth to ſupport it, would, in this 
Caſe, have concluded- that the Venereal Virus was 
produced by the common ordinary Methods of fe- 
male Intercourſe, But the Man of Credulity, de- 
lighting in every Thing that is ſurprizing and un- 
accountable, choſe rather to give Credit to the 
Aﬀertion of the ſober married Man, and his not- 
to-be-ſuſpeted Wife; and therefore laid the 
Blame upon the harmleſs innocent Turtle, who 
could not poſſibly deny the Charge brought againſt 


him, 


Whether the Author had any Quarrel with the 
Proprietors of the Sugar Colonies; or whatever 
was his Motive for aſperſing the CharaQters of 
thoſe nutritious Natives of America, I know not, 
but certainly the Hypotheſis is ſingular, I beg 
Pardon for this Digreſſion, which I was led into 
from reflecting on the Contrariety of Conjectutes 
formed upon my Adventure in the laſt Chapter. 


CHAP: 


fection many Years; at leaſt I could not trace 


1 
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CHAP. III. 


ING William, the glorious Deliverer of his 
Country, had now been dead about ſeven 
Years, and the great Duke of Marlborough, with 
WISDOM at his right Hand, and my Mother on 
his left, was making rapid Conqueſts upon the 
Continent, and heaping up thoſe immenſe Riches 
and Honours which no General before him ever 
experienced, or, perhaps, ſo well deſerved. 


At this Time my Father and his Son H U- 
MO UR thought proper to come over to Eng- 
land ; but they kept their Arrival in London a Se- 
cret, *till they could bring about a Reconciliation 
with me; without which, their Appearance in 
Public might be dangerous, as their known At- 
tachment to VANITY and GENIUS muſt ren- 
der them ſuſpeQed of being Accomplices in the 
Tricks lately practiſed upon me. There was ano- 
ther Circumſtance, which made my Father's Situa- 
tion till more critical; he knew, that, at the Be- 
ginning of this Reign, her Majeſty had put me 
into the Commiſſion of the Peace ; and he appre- 
hended that I might poſſibly uſe the Power of a 
Magiſtrate to bring him and his Son before me 
upon Examinatioa, This determined him to write 
the following Letter. 


Dear Sir, 

* I with my Conduct would juſtify my ſaying 
Dear Sen; but I have long fince forfeited all 
* paternal Right to the Name of Father, other- 
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wiſe I ſhould now glory in that moſt honourable 
of all human Titles; I confeſs that I have been 
a Dupe to VANTFY all my Life long; for 
her 1 have given up Tranquillity of Mind, 
and every Thing that is valuable ; for her I 
have lived in a State of Hoſtility with WIS.“ 


DOM, TRUTH, COMMON-SENSE and 


PRUDENCE ; for her, I have often ſtung 
thoſe very Friends, for whom 1 ſhonld have 


- treaſured up my choiceſt Honey; in ſhort, Sir, 


every good Intention of my Heart hath been 
perverted by the deluſive Tongue of that Baſi- 
lik. But Providence has at length opened my 
Eyes, and I now ſee her in her true Garb of 
Deformity. This Reformation in me, which her 
Ingratitude brought about, happened ſome 
little Time before ſhe employed GENIUS 
upon that deteſtable Errand againſt you; and! 
beg you will do me the Juſtice to believe, that 
both my Son and myſelf were utter Strangers 
to that whole Tranſaction, *till we heard it 
from the Mouth of publick Fame. My Deſign 
by this Letter is to beg you will forget all pait 
Offences ; you know it is the Duty of a Chriſ- 
tian, to pardon all thoſe who truly repent, The 
Perſon who requeſts it cannot be totally indif— 
ferent to you; 'tis a Father aſks Forgiveneſs 
of a Son; and tho” this was begun in the Form 
of an Epiſtle, it ſhall end, as indeed it ought 
to do, in the ſupplicating Stile of a Petition, 


* And your Petitioner ſhall ever Pray. 
WII. 


The Peruſal of this Letter perplexed me not a 


little: I could not but remember the Treatment 
I had met with on the Coaſt of Barbary ; my Im- 
priſonment in Florence ; and the ridiculous Figure 
I made at Athens, after the Performance of his 
Farce called the Conſultation, But, for all that, 
there was a Stroke towards the End of his Let- 


ter, 
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ter, which operated ſo ſorcibly on my Feelings, 
that it quaſhed all Reſentment; and when he came 
upon his Trial, in Foro Conſcientiæ, Compaſſion 


became his Advocate, and pleaded his Cauſe ſo 
_ delicately, that the Jury acquitted him without 


going out of Court, PRUDENCE was fub- 
pœned upon the Trial, but I took Care to keep 
her out of the Way. In plain Engliſh, I did not 
conſult PRUDENCE about the Matter, being 
well aſſured that ſhe would have raiſed ſo many 
unanſwerable Objections to a Reconciliation with 
my Father, that I muſt have ſinned againſt Con- 
viction, by conſenting to it; I therefore ſent my 
Father the following Anſwer, without ſaying a 
Word to PRUDENCE upon the Subject. 


Sir, 

I hope you know your own Heart well 
* enough to be ſure that the Profeſſions you make 
ia your Letter are ſincere, —Ycur ſhaking off 
the Shackles of VANITY, will be the only 
* Means of reconciling you to your Friends, and 
* your Friends to you, —Nothing can be more 
* agreeable to me than the Certainty of ſuch an 
Event; upon this Footing, I moſt cordially 
forget and forgive all that is paſt, and I do 
* once again, with the greateſt Satisſaction ima- 
ginable, ſubſcribe myſelf, 


- 


Your Dutiful Son, 
COMMON-SENSE, 


P. 8. I ſhould be very glad of your Company 
with your Son to Dinner on Wedneſday 
next. 


When 1 had diſpatched my Meſſenger with 
this Anſwer, 1 acquainted PRUDENCE with 
what I had done—Her Countenance, that Index 

of 
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of the Mind, before ſhe had uttered a Word, 
ſufficiently declared her Sentiments upon the 
Point in Queſtion ; but if that might deceive, her 
Language could not; for a Woman's Opinion i; 
never better known, than when ſhe ſpeaks the 
very Reverſe of what ſhe thinks, PRUDENCE 
was very apt to make ule of the ironical Stile— 
ſhe did ſo upon this Occaſion. * Sir, ſays ſhe, 
* I congratulate you on the Happineſs of this 
new Acquiſition—my Sentiments intirely coin- 
* cide with yours—but methinks it was cruel of 
* you not to let me be concerned in fo honourable 
© a Negotiation; the Alliance is certainly re- 
* ſpeQtable; the Public will approve the Mea- 
* ſure, and applaud your Judgment; and your 
* Mother and WISDOM will be overjoyed in 
this intereſting Coalition, which doubtlefs will 
* conſtitute the Cement of Felicity between your 
Family and Friends.“ I heard all this and a 

reat deal. more, very patiently ; and, tho' IT un- 
derſtood her Meaning perfectly well, I choſe to 
take her Words in the literal Senſe, * Madam, 
* fays I, it gives me the greateſt Pleaſure imagi- 
* nable, to find that this Affair meets with your 
Approbation: indeed it was no more than J 
expected; but I purpoſely avoided giving you 
any Hint of my Intention till the Completion. 
of it ; well knowing thar Joy is doubled when 
* it comes upon us ſuddenly and unforeſeen. 
Here, buriting out into a Laugh, ſhe cryed, 
And did you really think I was in earneſt ? * Cer- 
* tainly ſays I, Madam ; but, if I am to read you 
backwards, permit me, once for all, to tell you 
* a Piece of my Mind. I acknowledge that you 
are generally right; that your Schemes in Life 
© are, for the mott part, attended with Succeſs; 
© and it would be very extraordinary if it hap- 
« pened otherwiſe, Your Plan of Operations is 
© formed on ſo narrow a Scale, that the whole 


© Fabrick lies within the Compaſs of your 8 
en; 
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Ken; and nothing can poſlibly intervene to 
diſturb your ſober Syſtem, but what muſt be 
in your own Power immediately to prevent ; 
your limitted Notions are circumſcribed by 
Caution ; you riſque nothing for the Public 
Utility that might piejudice your own Charac- 
ter; you want the common Feelings of a 
Friend ; to ſupply the Wants of others, you 
contribute only your Advice, and ſo ſparingly, 
that it ſeldom amounts to more than a cautio- 
nary Hint againit Danger: Were your Prin- 
ciples to be adopted by the whole human Spe- 
cies, the Bufinels of Life could not be carried 


on; there had been no Heroes, Patriots, Pro- 
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jectors, or Philoſophers in the World; the mu— 
tual Intercourſe of Mankind muſt have ſtood 
ſtill, for Want of that Confidence which con- 
{tirutes its Exiſtence; In ſhort, Madam, what- 
ever you may think of my Father, (whoſe 
Conduct, by the by, I do not pretend to juſtify) 
he is a uſeful Member of Community; his 
ſprighily Converfation ſooths the rugged Path 
of Life, and reconciles us to that Burthen of 
anxious Care we all muſt bear about us; and 1 
ſhould imagine, that, if ſomewhat cf your Seve- 
rity was exchanged for a certain Portion of his 
Levity, you would be both the better for it; 
but then the Public would be the worle for it; 
you are at preſent, both perfect Characters; 
and, when mixed amongſt the Multitude, like 
laſtruments in a Concert, you ſerve to ſtrength- 
en and harmonize the whole, I ſhould be very 
ſorry, Madam, to find that what 1 have ſaid 
has given you the leaſt Offence, as it was 
meant merely to make you know yourſelf.” 


© Far from it, ſays the, I acknowledge the 


Portrait you have drawn to be a j Like- 


neſs of me; and my Behaviour, next Wedneſday, 


will convince you that it does not diſpleaſe me. 


My 
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My Father and his Son came to Dinner at the 
Time appointed, and were exceeding pleaſant 
and entertaining ; PRUDENCE too put on her 
beſt Looks, and was more than ordinary chear- 
ful. After Dinner my Father told me, that he 
ſhould take ir as a Favour if I would accompany 
him to the Play: His Intention by this, as he 
owned, was to make it manifeſt to the Town, 
that our Reconciliation had taken Place, I 
readily conſented, and we went accordingly, 
While we were talking over our Family Affairs, 
between the Acts, my Father ſaid, the great 
Obſtacle to his Happineſs ſtill ſubſiſted, and muſt 
for ever remain, unleſs I would uſe my Intereſt 
to get it removed ; that upon the Return of ny 
Mother and WISDOM to London, which he ap- 
prehended would be very ſoon, he ſhould be 
obliged to quit this Country ; and that Neceſſity 
might perhaps force him once more to take Re- 
fuge in the Arms of that faithleſs Woman VANI- 
TY. That he could never be put on a reſpect- 
able Footing with Mankind, which he flattered 
himſelf, I wiſhed to ſee, until the Articles of 
Separation were cancelled ; that, if this could be 
brought about, he would engage to extricate 
GENIUS from the Tramels of VANITY, and 
bring him over to England, where he would be 
no contemptible Acquiſitfon, 


Struck with the Reaſonableneſs of this Remon- 
ſtrance, I promiſed to ſollicit the Conſent of my 
Mother and WISDOM to annihilate the Articles 
of Separation.— When the Play was over, we 
parton with many Profeſſions of Kindneſs to each 
Other. a 


I have before juſt curſorily mentioned, that ! 
had the Honour to be put into the Commiſſion 
of the Peace. And an Honour it certainly is, 
when the Magiſtrate, diſpenſing nothing but 

Juſtice, 


, Mw, JO 


(231-3 


Juſtice, ſcorns to turn his Office into a lucrative 
trading Shop, by committing legal Roberies on 
the moſt miſerably wretched of all God's Crea- 
tures, As I did not participate of the Juſticiar 

Emoluments, fo neither was I mulefted with thoſe 
ſhocking Beings, to whoſe Company my Brethern 
of the Quorum had not the leaſt Objection. 
They indeed had brought that Art to Perfection 
which the Alchymiſts of Old vainly boaſted of; 
they could extract pure ſterling Ore from the 
very Scum of the Earth, and were become Refi- 
ners upon human Miſery, Now if two of the 
fair Sex happened to quarrel over their Cups, 
and one of them applied to me for Juſtice; 1 
generally convinced her that ſhe was wrong, and 
ſent her away, without any Diminution of her 
Froperty, io make it up with her Neighbour, 
This Advice was ſeldom well reliſhed by the 


Party, who did not come to me to be told ſhe 


was wrong, but (pardon the Intruſion of a Pun) 
to'be warranted right, and my Office, therefore, 
very ſoon came into Diſrepute amongſt the Vul- 
gar. 


A Piece of Juſticiary Buſineſs, which came 
before me at this Time, being attended with 


ſome uncommon Circumſtances, I beg Leave to 


lay it before the Reader, 


it was before my uſual Time of riſing in the 


Morning, that my Servant came to inform me 
there were below, a Conſtable, two Watchmen, - 


and a Lady whom ey had brought in Cuſtody 
from the round Houſe! I put on my Cloaths 
and attended them ; but before I had well aſked 


W the Conſtable the ordinary Queſtions upon theſe 


Occaſions, IJ was civilly interrupted by the Lady, 
who begged I would not adminiſter an Oath to 
theſe People, becauſe ſhe was very apprehenſive 


that they would perjure themſelves; and on 
e 
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ſhe-ſhould take it as a Favour if I would only 
receive their ſimple Teſtimony againſt her, to 
which ſhe would anſwer fully and ſatisſacto- 
rily. 


I complied with her Requeſt, and began with 
enquiring how ſhe came into their Cuſtody. 


1/t Watchman, Pleaſe your Worſhip, 1 was 
going my firſt Round laſt Night, juſt as the 
Clock {truck Nine; exactly at Nine; for I al- 
ways mind my Duty, Pleaſe your Worſhip, [ 
have been a Watchman, Man and Boy in this 
Pariſh 


RR 


Fuſtice. I dont aſk you how long you have d 
been a Watchman, but how you came to take 
Charge of this Lady ? 


0 
1 Watchman. Veas, an' pleaſe your Worſhip, 
and ſo I was going to tell your Worſhip; as | 
was going my Round, this Gentlewoman was L. 
coming along, Arm in Arm with a Gentleman, wi 


and preſently they parted ; but, to my thinking, 
ſhe would fain have had him gone with her; 
upon which, all that I faid in the varfal World, 
was, that ſhe had better go home and mend her 
Stockings; upon which ſhe damned me for: 
Scoundrel ; nay, ſays I, if you cannot keep 1 
good Tongue in your Head, you ſhall go with 
me to the Round-Houſe ; upon this 1 was going 
to lay hold of her ; but ſhe whipt out a Bludgeon 
from under her Petticoats, and knocked me 
down ; then I gave the He, Ho, and my Brother 
Watchman came up, 


Tuftice, What ſay you to this? 
24 Watchman. Yeas, an' pleaſe your Wor 


mip, its all very true; I found him upon the 
Grounc 


1 


Ground ſure enough; and there he might have 
laid till this Time, if I had not helped him up. 


Juſtice, Did the Lady attempt to make her 
Eſcape ? 


2d Watchman. No, an' pleaſe your Worſhip, 
ſhe went quietly along with us, when we had 
both got faſt hold of her; but, your Worſhip, 
ſhe is an old Offender; it was but on Wedneſday 
laſt that ſhe was making a Riot in the Strand, 


and I had her in Cuſtody, but ſhe ſlipt from me 
ſome how or other, 


Lady. Pray what Time on Wedneſday Night 
did this happen ? 


2d Watchman, About a Quarter before ten 
© Clock. 


Tuſtice, I am very ſorry Madam, to hear a 
Lady, of your Appearance and Addreſs, charged 
with ſuch outrageous Behaviour, What have 
you to ſay in your own Vindication ? 


Lady, Sir, my Story ſhall be very ſhort, but 
very clear and explicit: My Father and I were 


returning from a Viſit at nine o'Clock laſt Night; 


my Father was going to his Coffee-houſe, but 
was deſirous of ſecing me home firſt, which ! 
refuſed, as J had but a very little Way to go. 
At that Moment the Walchman, here, came 
up to me, and bad me go home and mend my 
Stockings, which provoked me to call him a 
Scoundrel, but without ſwearing ; and this he 
looked upon as an Offence for which he might 
take me into Cuſtody ; when he made an Aſſault 
upon my Perſon, I reſented it, by giving him a 
Stroke with this very Fan, which he has called 
a Bludgeon ; but I will leave you to judge whe- 

ther 
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ther any Perſon could be knocked down with 
ſuch an Inſtrument. In Anſwer to the Allega— 
tion of the other honeſt Watchman, I bring my 
Alibi; and I ſhall be under the Neceſſity of call- 
ing upon you Mr, Juſtice, to prove it, But as] 
do not chuſe to gratify the Curioſity of theſe 
People, by letting them know who I am, muſt 
beg you to permit me to ſpeak two Words with 
you in private, which will convince you in a 
Moment that the Charge brought againſt me iz 
falſe and infamous, 


T took the Lady immediately into a back Room, 
when, to my infinite Surpriſe, upon the Alteration 
of the Voice, (which had hitherto been feigned 
to carry on the Deceit) I found it was my Bo 
tious Half-Brother HUMOUR, It ſeems my 
Father and he went upon this Frolic to viſit an 
intimate Friend, on whom HUMOUR was to 
paſs for a Lady juſt arrived from Paris, I re- 
proved him for his Folly, and then returned to 
my Office, where I reprimanded the Watchmen 
very ſeverely for their ſcandalous Behaviour, and 
aſſured them, that, if I had not interceeded with 
the Lady to pardon them, it would haye gone 
hard with them both. 


I aſked HUMOUR to ſtay Breakfaſt, but he 
excuſed himſeif by ſaying, that he could not 
think of appearing before PRUDENCE ia that 
Diſguiſe. | 
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CHAP, IV. 


Y Mother and WISDOM, who had been, 
during the whole Courſe of the War, Co- 
adjutors to the Duke of Marlborough, now ſaw 
plainly, that the Expence of carrying it on, lay 
chiefly upon the Engliſh, and that the Burthen 
of it was become too heavy for the Nation to bear 
any longer. They remonſtrated againſt the Conti- 
nuance of the War; but the Duke, for very ob- 
vious Reaſons, differed in Opinion with them, They 
left him and returned to England : His Grace was 
ſoon afterwards removed from his Employments, 


Upon the Arrival of my Mother and WIS“ 
DOM in London, my Father preſſed me ſtrongly 
to negociate the Buſineſs of ſetting aſide the Ar- 
ticles of Separation. I did fo, and with ſome 
Difficulty got their Conſent to annul the Articles 
upon certain Conditions, which were theſe ; firit, 
That my Father ſhould oblige himſelf by a Bond 
under his Hand and Seal, never to appear pub- 
lickly with VANITY, either in London, or any 
other Part of this Country ; ſecondly, that he 
ſhould never write, publiſh, or declare, any 
Thing derogatory to the HONOUR and Charac- 
ter of my Mother and WISDOM ; thirdly, that 
if he ſhould be charged with a Breach of either 
of theſe Articles, the Matter in Diſpute ſhould 
be left to my Determination; fourthly, that, 
upon Conviction, he ſhould in mediately quit the 
Kingdom, or forfeit five Hundred Pounds. 
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A Bond to this Purpoſe, was drawn up and $ 
executed by my Father, who could not help jo- 
l coſely obſerving, that he never ſaw a Law In- 
ſtrument that did not contain ſomething ſuper- 
| fluous ; for Example, ſays he, the obliging me 10 
| | quit the Kingdom, was unneceſſary; the five hun 
dred Pounds Penalty, to a Man that is pennyleſe, 
implies Baniſhment ; for I ſhould certainly pre- 
fer Freedom in any Country to Impriſonment in 
this, 


| After this Affair was ſettled, my Father wa 
— 14 overjoyed te find himſelf once more at Liberty; 
| | and I mutt do him the Juſtice to ſay, that he 
| | very ſoon fulfilled his Promiſe of bringing GE. 
| N1USover to England, The national Benefit, 
I accruing from his great Abilities, ſoon became 

l apparent, by the Improvements in Arts, Sciences, 

| and ManufaQuures, which, however, the good 
| l Queen Ann did not live to ſee brought to any 
— 14 great Perfection, being now arrived at that Pe. 
— 14 riod which, levelling all Diſtinctions, puts the 
—1 1 Princeſs and the Peaſant upon an equal Footing, 
| And I will put a Period to this Chapter, fhort a 
it is, before I relate the Tranſactions of our Fx 
| mily which happened in the Reign of George the 
| Firſt. 
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H O' it has been already ſaid, that my Mo- 
ther and WISDOM ftrongly oppoſed the 
Continuance of the War, yet, the Reader is not 
to infer, from thence, that they were of the To- 
ry Party, On the contrary, they ſupported the 
Whig Cauſe with all their Power. As a Proof 
of it, at the Beginning of this Reign, WISDOM 
was appointed one of the great Officers of State, 
and generally made one in his Majeſty's private 
Parties of Recreation, I had likewiſe the Ho- 
nour to be nominated of the Privy Council. My 
Father and HUMOUR might have had Employ- 
ments in the King's Houſhold, which they mo- 
deſtly declined. I was not diſpleaſed at it; for 
they really had no Talents for Buſineſs z and they 
would only have brought ſome Diſgrace upon 
the Family by accepting them. My Mother, ac- 
cording to her Cuſtom in former Reigns, never 
came to Court but upon very extraordinary Oc- 
caſions. 


I hope I ſhall;not be accuſed of Oſtentation, 
for tranſcribing the following Verſes, which my 
Father ſent me upon the Union of our Family. 
| own the Compliment to myſelf is rather ftrong ; 
but, as a faithful Hiftorian, I think myſelf obliged 
to give it to the Reader as I find it. 


: L 
Of old, when WISDOM choſe to wed, 
E're COMMON-SENSE was born, 
Fair TRUTH believ'd in all he faid, 
And hx'd the nuptial Morn, 
II. But 


E 


II. 
But Fate, at whoſe Decrees we gueſs, 
Juſt at the nuptial Hour, 
Sent WIT diſguis'd in WISDO M's Dreſs, 
To crop this beauteous Flower, 


| III. 
Thus pair'd, not match'd, 'twas paſt recall, 
Each other view'd with Scorn; 
Till Fortune made Amends for all, 
When COMMON-SENSE was born. 


IV. 
By PRUDRNNCE bred on WISDOM's Plan, 
Beneath TRUTH's watchful Eye ; 
»Twould fink the Dignity of Man, 
If COMMON-SENSE ſhould die. 


While I was reading theſe Lines to PRU- 
DENCE, I obſerved her to ſcrew up her Mouth 
and rub her Eye-brows; the ſure Prognoſtics of 
future Altercation. She had no Paſſion for read- 
ing Books, nor did ſhe think the better of thoſe 
who were eſtemed learned; her principal Pur- 
ſuit had been the Art of acquiring all the Com- 
forts of Life, with the leaſt Hazard and Expence ; 
her Knowledge conſiſted chiefly in the well go- 
verning a Family ; ſhe went conſtantly to Market 
in all Weathers, and made as hard Bargains as if 
ſhe had been the Purveyor to a Work-houſe, 
Upon theſe Occaſions ſhe never took a Servant 
with her, becauſe ſhe ſaid the Shop-keepers would 
make her pay more for her Things; but when 
ſhe had compleated her Cargo, ſhe conſigned it 
to a Ba ſket- Woman, whom the never truſted out 
of her Sight, but made her walk before her 
Home, and then gencrally quarrelled with the 
poor Woman about paying the Freight. She 


was a great Critick in Weights and Meaſures, 
T and 
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and could calculate the Duration of Knive- 
Cloaths and Table-Linen, better than Sir 1/aac 
Newton; ſhe was ſeldom declamatory, except 
when ſhe ſcolded the Servants, or when ſhe gave 
them Directions; in doing which, like other De- 
claimers, ſhe repeated the ſame Thing many 
Times over, but ſhe never forgot to reſerve a 
ſaying Clauſe, y which ſhe might alter her Opi- 
nion whenever ſhe pleaſed; The only Books ſhe 
| kept by her were Robinſon Cruſoe—a Treatiſe on 
| Health and long Life, to which was added, The 
Art of Cookery, Pickling, Ic. and The Holy Bible. 
The firſt of theſe, ſhe ſaid, would teach you to 
live without what is called The Neceſſaries of 
Life ; the ſecond would ſhew you how to enjoy 
Affluence with Safety; and the laſt would ad- 
miniſter a Spiritual Cordial to the Mind, whene- 
yer the Body had loſt all Reliſh for earthly En- 
joyments. But with all theſe rare Qualities, 
which certainly imply ſome Degree of Under- 
ſtanding, PRUDENCE had no Sort of Taſte for 
he Liberal Arts: And, what was worſt of all, 
e conyerſed literally in the Vulgar Tongue, 
hich the Reader will be preſently convinced 
ff, When I had finiſhed reading my Father's 
aper of Verſes, ſhe unſkrewed her Mouth and 
egan thus. 


s Pandergerick, as you call it? I know he is 
poor as a Church-Mouſe; if you do not pay 
im well, he will write a Lamperoon upon you next, 
nd call you all to Pieces. I have no Notion of 
lng praiſed by ſuch Fellows; I look upon them 
no better than Beggars; they come here now 
d then in a ſhabby full trimmed Coat, that 
a3 once black, and an old Tye-Wig not worth 
af a Crown ; and they ſwagger about as if they 
ere ſome · body ; but they never go away with- 
t dorrowing Money of you: I never liked your 
| Farſe- 


. 
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Well, Sir, and what are you to give him for 
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of; 


Varſe - making Poet-Men, as you call them: 
They had better get their Living by ſome honelt 
Employment, inſtead of Rhiming to ſet Folks to. 
gether by the Ears; if they muſt be ſcribling, 
why do not they write a Boem * Houſewifry, 
to teach us how to go the neareſt way ro Work; 
but they are too extravagant for that, I warrant 
you; I wonder how he came to bring my Name 
in Queſtion; 1 do not rightly underſtand hi 
Meaning; but, if he has ſaid any Thing ſcand:- 
lous of me, I ſhall give him as good as he brings, 
I can aſſure him; and as for his 


| 
Here, the ſudden Appearance of my Father | 
filenced PRUDENCE, and put a Stop to her t 
Rebromand, as ſhe would have called it, which c 
I was not ſorry for ; and yet, the Nature of ny a 
Father's Errand to me at this Time, ſeemed in f 
ſome Meaſure to juſtify what ſhe had been ſaying t 
of him. He came to defire I would ſubſcribe 0 
to an Heroic Poem, which he intended to pub- a 
liſh in about fix Months from that Time. I ve d( 
ry willingly paid the Demand, and aſked to ſe 1 
his Liſt of Subſcribers, He told me that I ws h 
the firſt Perſon he had waited upon; being deſ- 0 
rous of having the Honour of my Name at the pr 
Head of his Lift, which would be the ſtronget as 
Inducement to all Men of Taſte to become Sub- A 
ſcribers. Then, taking out of his Pocket a Shett ſay 
of blank Paper, folded in Columns, he very get 
teely preſented it to me, and beggedfI would ket Yo 
it, and ſollicit the Subſcription amongſt a But 


Friends. This was a Buſineſs T did not very ve 
like; but as I did not care to diſoblige him, Iu 
dertook it: I then made bold to enquire how fa 
he had gone with the Work, and what might be 
the Subject of it? He replied, that as yet it vs 
only in Embryo; that he had not committed i 
Thoughts to Paper, becauſe he could nor, ably 
lutely determine, whether to make Lewis it 

Fourteeul 
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Fourteenth, Charles the Twelfth of Sweden, or 
Oliver Cromwell, the Hero of his Poem ; and 
then he prelſed me to make Choice of any one of 
the three. I told him, that if it was a Matter of 
ſuch Indifference to him, whom he celebrated ; 
he might in my Opinion, pitch upon a properer 
Perſon than any of the three he had mentioned. 
That the firſt was indeed, a munificent Prince, 
and a great Encourager of the Arts ; but for all 
the other Actions of his Life, which had Ambi- 
tion for their Motive, he delerved the Curſes 
rather than the Bleſſings of his People. The ſe- 
cond, ſupported by the irrational Principles of 
Predeſtination, was a Hero upon Stilts ; he 
thought himſelf invulnerable 'till his Time was 
come ; no Wonder therefore that he ſurpaſſed 
all others in Feats of Courage, as much as he 
fell ſhort of them in Acts of Humanity. The 
third, with all the great Abilities whick are ne- 
ceſſary to form a Hero, had too much Hypocriſy 
and Diſſimulation to merit Immortality, What 

do you think of the Duke of Marlborough ? faid 
I. The very Thing, anſwered my Father; he 
ſhall be the Man. For you muft know, it is my 
Opinion, that every real Hero muſt be born a 
Prince, tho' every real Prince is not fortunate 
enough to have been born a Hero, True ſaid I, 
=_ I hope you won't think I flatter you when I 
ay. 


Your Muſe attends whenever you think fit. 
But every Author was not bern a Wit. 


My Father finiſhed his Poem within the Time 


ixed by his Propoſals, and publiſhed it under the 
Title of The Campaign, 


Vor. l. F C H AP. 
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PON the Death of Lewis the Fourteenth, 

which happened about four Years before 
this Time, VANITY was turned out of Doors; 
the Regent of France would have nothing to ſay 
to her: From being the principal Favourite of 
the greateſt Monarch in Europe, ſhe was obliged 
to take up with a ſubaltern Officer of his Houſe- 
hold. It is true, he was a very pretty Fellow, 
and though his pay was but ſmall, he had all the 
Advantages of Dreſs and Equipage to ſet him off, 
which he procured by laying certain Court La- 
dies under Contribution, We were told that he 
was kept by no leſs than three Females of the 
firſt Rank in France; but his Head run on no- 
thing but VANITY, who was not a little ena- 
moured of him, for no other Reaſon but becaule 
he had captivated all the Beauties he came near. 
The Death of Lewis brought this joyful Pair, 
who had long fighed for each other, together, 
But their Happineſs did not continue long : VA- 
NITY inſiſted upon accompanying him to all 
publick Places, to make her Triumph over her 
own Sex the more conſpicuous. This very ſoon 
created ſuch Hatred and Diſguſt, in thoſe Ladies 
who had hitherio ſupported him in Luxury and 
Extravagance, that they withdrew their Bene- 
tations. His expenſive Way of Living had been 
rather increaſed ſince his Connection with VA- 
NITY, and his Income had been reduced to the 
meer Pay of a ſubaltern Officer The Conſe- 
quence: 


+ 
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quences were Debts, Duns, and Diſtreſſes. He 
ſold off his Equipage and all his Finery, even to 
his Cloaths. Thus ſtript of all perſonal Orna- 
ments, he made his private Entry into a Jail; 
where VANITY left her Narciſſus to contem- 
late, between bare Walls, on the Miſery into 
which his Selt-admiration had plunged him. 


VANITY, well pleaſed with having ſuffici- 
ently humbled this Man of the Sword, had a 
ſtrong Inclination to attack a dignified Man of 
the Gown, The Biſhop of was a Perſon 
remarkable for his exemplary Piety and Sanctity 
of Manners ; he had paſſed through Life with a 
very reſpeQable CharaQer ; and was now verging 
upon the Vale of Years ; when he was all at once 
ſeized with a violent Deſire of becoming a popu- 
lar Preacher, a Thing, which 'till now he had 
always moſt carefully avoided. This Infatuation 
operated ſo forcibly on his Mind, that he was 
ready to hold forth at all Places and upon all 
public Occaſions, even without any Solicitation. 
VANITY had caſt her Eye upon this Prelate, 
from the Time ſhe quitted the unfortunate Sub- 
altern; and ſhe now thought there was a fair 
Opportunity to make her Advances. The next 
Time the Biſhop preached, VANITY went to 
Church, and placed herſelf in a Pew direQly 
fronting him, As ſoon as he appeared in the 
Pulpit, VANITY gave a Crack with her Fan 
which was heard by the whole Congregation, and 
noticed by the Biſhop with a Look of Severity. 
But during this whole Diſcourſe, in which Time 
he frequently had his Eye on VANITY, it was 
obſervable that the Muſcles of his Face rounding 
by Degrees into Complacency, formed at length, 
a Countenance full of Satisfaction and Content, 
and before he finiſhed his Sermon, he convinced 
his Auditors that the Lady was by no Means diſ- 

agreeable to him, 
Fa. When 
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When Church was over, ſome People who 
had been ſpoke to before-hand for that Purpoſe, 
requeſted it of the Biſhop that he would print the 
Sermon. His Lordſhip anſwered in his uſual 
Phraſe, that they were too good; this was an Ex- 
preſſion to which he had fo habituated himielf, 
that he made uſe of it upon all Occaſions, right 
or wrong, which often ſubjected him to the Ri- 
dicule of his Acquaintance. As ſoon as the Ser— 
mon was publiſhed, the Biſhop ſent one of them 
immediately to VANITY, with a handſome Card 
of Compliments. She was extremely well pleaſed 
with the Preſent, not that the reading of it would 
afford her any Pleaſure, but it furniſhed her with 
a fair Excuſe for viſiting his Lordſhip to thank 
him for the Civility, which was all ſhe wanted, 
The next Day VANITY tricked herſelf out with 
all the Art that female Invention is capable of, to 
allure and captivate the Heart of the poor doat- 
ing Biſhop, He received her, not as a Stranger 
with common Politeneſs, but with the Emotions 
of Rapture. Madam, ſays he, taking her by the 
Hand, you are too good in condeſcending to viſit 
an old Man tottering under Age and Infirmities. 
May I aſk how I came to be honoured—Is it poſ- 
ſible, interrupted VANITY, that you ſhould be 
at a Loſs to gueſs the Cauſe of my paying my 
Duty to your Lordſhip? but now I recollect, 
perhaps it was left at my Houſe by ſome Miſtake, 
and not by your Orders; if ſo, I am not the dif- 
tinguiſhed happy Creature I thought myſelf. O, 
no, no, no Miſtake, replied the Biſhop, you 
mean the Sermon: A Bagatel a meer Bagatel. 
My Lord, cried VANITY, your Lordſhip may 
take what Liberties you pleaſe with your own; 
but I would never forgive any other Perſon that 
could be baſe enough to throw out the moſt diſ- 
tant Hint of Ditparagement upon fo noble a Pro- 


duction. You are too good, you are too good, 
Madam, 


( 125 ) 


Madam, replied the Biſhop, with Tears in his 
Eyes. My Lord, fays VANITY, you are too 
modeſt ; I never was ſo moved with a Diſcourſe 
fince I came into the World; my Senſes were 
charmed and my Mind informed at the fame In- 
ſtant ; and then your Delivery! O your Deli- 
very, *Lis too much to bear: Here the affected to 
faint away with Extaſy, and the old Gentleman 
ſtaggering up to her, began to chafe her Tem- 
ples, and called for Water; but ſhe preſently 
recovered, and cried, where am I? ſurely J have 
been in a Paradiſe, and if I miſtake not, (look- 
ing ſtedfaſtly at the Biſhop) this is the Guardian 
Angel that conducted me there. Madam com- 
poſe yourſelf a little, ſays the Biſhop, you are 
too good, you are too good, Here VANITY 
pauſed for a few Minutes, and then making an 
Apology for the Trouble ſhe had given his Lord- y 
ſhip, the offered to depart ; but the Biſhop 
would not ſuffer her to go out into the Air fo 
ſoon after her Indiſpoſition, and therefore preſſed 
her to ſtay and take a Family Dinner with him, 
which the with much ſeeming R<luQtaace, ac- 
cepted of. 


What paſſed between the Biſhop and VANI- 

TY, the remaining Part of that Day, is unknown 

to me; for my Father's Letter from Paris, of 

which the foregoing Account is a Copy, gnes on 

to ſay, that VANITY took up her Avode with 

the Biſhop ; and inſiſted, as ſhe had d:ne before 

with the Officer, upon appearing with him 

wherever he went, This gave a Handle to his 

h Enemies, (for every Man has Enemies) to revile 
' his Character, which had been irreproachable for 
g more than Half a Century before. His Friends, 
i indeed pitied him, but they could afford him no 
| Relief. And as they did not forefee, neither 
could they prevent the fatal Cataſtrophe which 
ſoon ſucceeded his ſhort lived Pleaſure of Imagi- 
T4 nation, 


C348 } 
nation,-V ANITY conſtantly attended the Biſho 


to Church, and one Sunday, when he was af 
cending the Pulpit, ſhe had the Audacity to trip 
up the Stairs after him, where ſhe kept herſelf 
concealed, till he began his Diſcourſe, and then 
the became manifeſt to the whole Congregation ; 
for as ſhe was every now and then peeping over 
the good Man's Shoulder, there was not a Perſon 
in the Church (the Biſhop excepted) who did not 
ubſerve her; when the Sermon was over, there 
was a Buz and a Whiſper run thro” all the Con- 
gregation ; and, in a ſew Days, the Affair made 
iuch a Noiſe in the World, that Government 
thought proper to take it up ; the Conſequence 
of which was, that the Biſhop was ſilenced from 
preaching, without any Reaſon being aſſigned to 


him for the Prohibition, 


This unexpected adverſe Stroke of Fortune, 
happening at a Time when he thought he had at- 
tained the utmoſt Pitch of oratorical Perfection, 
ſmote the poor old Man to the Earth ; he wither- 
ed like a tender Plant, ſtruck by the blaſting 
Breath of the noxious North-Eaſt; he took to 
his Bed, and found no Conſolation but in the 
Arms of her who had been his Undoing; VANI- 
TY ſtuck cloſe to him, and influenced him to 
make a Will in her Favour: He languiſhed many 
Days without the leaſt Hopes of Recovery ; at 
ag, the melancholy Moment came, that was 
to ſeparate him for ever, from the World and 
VANITY ; he fixed his Eyes upon her, regard- 
leſs of his Friends that ſtood round him, and, 


with his laſt expiring Breath, his faultering 


Tongue uttered ſomething like Ma — Madam, 
you—are — too good, And died. | 


His Family and Relations were very much af- 
feed, both with the Cauſe and Manner of his 
dying, And being deſirous that Mankind . 

erive 


1 


derive ſome Good from his unhappy Example, 
they were determined that VANITY ſhould 


have no Hand in his Funeral, They buried him 


as privately as poſſible, and put upon his Grave a 
plain Stone, on which were written theſe Words, 


— 


Humanum eſt Errare. 


In the Poſtſcript of my Father's French Letter, 
I find that VANITY was highly pleaſed with 
this laſt Exploit; and that by giving a Looſe to 
her natural Inclinations, ſhe had made ſuch rapid 
Conqueſts all over Europe, that from the Time 
of Lewis the Fourteenth's Death, to this preſent 
1726, ſhe had been entertained by mo:e than 
three Hundred different Perſons, who were all 
grievous Sufferers by her, except one. This 
was a deſpairing melancholy Lunatick ; he indeed 
had the good Fortune, by her Magick Art, to 
be converted into an imaginary Straw-crowned 
Monarch, 


CHAP. vn. 


T has been hinted before, that GENIUS 
had made great Improvements in all the Arts 
and Sciences; and that he had projeted many 
Schemes, which, in the End, proved very bene- 
ficial to the Engliſh Nation: But then, like many 
other Projectors who have laid an excellent 
Foundation for the Publick Good, he was gene- 
rally 
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rally ruined before he could complete the Super- 
ſtructure; and thoſe who came after him reaped 
the Fruits of his Invention, 


The ſevere Treatment which GENIUS often 
met with from Mankind, will ſcarcely be credited 
by thoſe who were not Witneſſes of the real Facts; 
the World, not ſatisfied with robbing him of 
that Fame and thoſe Emoluments to which he 
was juſtly entitled, did frequently charge him 
with being the Author of many ſtupid Produc- 
tions that he knew nothing at all of: The Sourh- 
Sea Bubble, which happened a few Years ago, 
was at firſt fathered upon GENIUS; and tho 
it was afterwards: well known to have been the 
wicked Contrivance of certain City-Scriveners, 
who had profound Skill in Fulgar Arithmetic, yet 
when fuch Pains had been taken to fix the Stigma 
upon a Man's Character, it was no very eaſy 
Matter to wipe it off, 

'The Infinity of Plays, Poems, Pamphlets and 
Eſſays that were charged to his Account, was 
enough to provoke a Perſon of his nice Taſte and 
Imagination ; but then on the other Hand, GE- 
NIUS was, occaſionally, apt to be very pro- 
voking ; in all Matters where Form and Puncti— 


lio were neceſſary to be obſerved, or (to ſpeak 


in the modern Phraſe, tho' perhaps, more un- 
intelligibly) in the Etiquette of a Ceremonial, he 
was quite horrid ; Decorum, and what is called 


the Pink of Politeneſs, were his Bane; and the 


bon Ton gave him the Heart-burn; he ſeldom 
made his Appearance in publick Places without 
'HUMOUR at his Heels ; they were as conſtant- 
ly ſeen together as Caſtor and Pollux; and what- 


ever One ſaid, the Other generally approved; 


he never diſtinguiſhed or careſſed Mankind ac- 
cording to the Rank they bore in Life, but ac- 


cording to their natural or acquired W 1 
| aye 
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have known him more than once, in a great Aſ- 
ſembly, repeat a Bon Mot to a Dutcheſs; and 
aſter ſhe had exprefled her Approbation of ir, 
tell her, he was very glad ſhe liked it ; that he 
could aſſure her Grace it was tout nouveau ; for 
he had it but juſt before, from one of the honeſt 


- ſriſþ Chairmen that carried hin: there, This 


Method of artfully extracting the Plaudit of a 
Dutcheſs to the Bon Mot of a Chairman, could 
not fail giving Offence ; but GENIUS was too 
much taken up with the Sentiment itſelf, to ob- 
ſerve that the courteous Smile it had raiſed upon 
the Countenance of her Grace, was now changed 
to a Frown of Contempt, fince the plebeian Au- 
thor was known: In Things of this Kind, it muſt 
be confeſſed, that GENIUS did not feel like a 
Perſon of Faſhion: And yet when his Reputation 
was attacked, or his Name uſurped by falſe Pre- 
tenders to Parts and Abilities, no Man felt 
quicker, or reſented it ſooner ; but his Indigna- 
tion was often raifed beyond all Patience, when 
he ſaw his Title profaned by thoſe dexterous 
Conveyancers, who know juſt enough of the 
Law to avoid the Puniſhment they deſerve. 
Thoſe Matters of Arts who have found out 
the Secret of concentering the Emoluments and 
Advantages of all the other Arts in one—The Art 
of transferring every Man's Property they meet 
with, into their own Funds, without being Pur- 
Chaſers; thoſe civil well-bred Gentlemen who 
are admitted into the Society of the wery fir/t 
People; to many of whom, it is feared, they have 
communicated their fatal Secret, after ſtripping 
them of all they had in the World, 


Theſe were neither Highwaymen, Houſe- 
breakers, nor Street-robbers; but an Animal 
more pernicious than any of the three; they 
were Gameflers, 
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rally ruined before he could complete the Super- 
itrufture ; and thoſe who came after him reaped 
the Fruits of his Invention, 


The ſevere Treatment which GENIUS often 
met with from Mankind, will ſcarcely be credited 
by thofe who were not Witneſſes of the real Facts; 
the World, not ſatisfied with robbing him of 
that Fame and thoſe Emoluments to which he 
was juſtly entitled, did frequently charge him 
with being the Author of many ſtupid Produc- 
tions that he knew nothing at all of: The South- 
Ses Bubble, which happened a few Years ago, 
was at firſt fathered upon GENIUS; and tho' 
it was afterwards- well known to have been the = 
wicked Contrivance of certain City-Scriveners, 1 
who had profound Skill in Vulgar Arithmetic, yi WF 1 
when fuch Pains had been taken to fix the Stigma u 
upon a Man's Character, it was no very eaſy WW , 
Matter to wipe it off, g 


5 q 

The Infinity of Plays, Poems, Pamphlets ad |, 
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enough to provoke a Perſon of his nice Taſte and I. 
Imagination; but then on the other Hand, GE—- . 
NIUS was, occaſionally, apt to be very pro- dh 
voking; in all Matters where Form and Puncti— Ac 
lio were neceſſary to be obſerved, or (to ſpeak of 
in the modern Phraſe, tho“ perhaps, more un- „it 
intelligibly) in the Etiquette of a Ceremonial, he cha 
was quite horrid ; Decorum, and what is called hos 
the Pink of Politeneſs, were his Bane ; and the Pe 
bon Ton gave him the Heart-burn; he ſeldom 2 
made his Appearance in publick Places without the, 
HUMOUR at his Heels; they were as conſtant- | 
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have known him more than once, in a great Aſ- 
ſembly, repeat a Bon Mot to a Dutcheſs; and 
aſter ſhe had exprefled her Approbation of it, 
tell her, he was very glad ſhe liked it ; that he 
could aſſure her Grace it was tout nouveau ; for 
he had it but juſt before, from one of the honeſt 


- driſh Chairmen that carried hin: there. This 


Method of artfully extracting the Plaudit of a 
Dutcheſs to the Bon Mot of a Chairman, could 
not fail giving Offence ; but GENIUS was too 
much taken up with the Sentiment itſelf, to ob- 
ſerve that the courteous Smile it had raiſed upon 
the Countenance of her Grace, was now changed 
to a Frown of Contempt, fince the plebeian Au- 
thor was known: In Things of this Kind, it muſt 
be confeſſed, that GENIUS did not feel like a 
Perſon of Faſhion : And yet when his Reputation 
was attacked, or his Name uſurped by falſe Pre- 
tenders to Parts and Abilities, no Man felt 
quicker, or reſented it ſooner ; but his Indigna- 
tion was often raiſed beyond all Patience, when 
he faw his Title profaned by thoſe dexterous 
Conveyancers, who know juſt enough of the 
Law to avoid the Puniſhment they deſerve. 
Thoſe Matters of Arts who have found out 
the Secret of concentering the Emoluments and 
Advantages of all the other Arts in one—The Art 
of transferring every Man's Property they meet 
with, into their own Funds, without being Pur- 
Chaſers; thoſe civil well-bred Gentlemen who 
are admitted into the Society of the very fit 
People ; to many of whom, it is feared, they have 
communicated their fatal Secret, after {tripping 
them of all they had in the World, 


Theſe were neither Highwaymen, Houſe- 
breakers, nor Street-robbers; but an Animal 
more pernicious than any of the three; they 
were Gameflers, 
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In this Vear George the Firſt took his final 
| Leave of the World; and IT will now take my 
| Leave of the Reader, at leaſt for the preſent ; if 
he wiſhes to know any Thing more of our Fami- 
| ly, he may poſſibly find it, in a ſecond Volume, 

| this Time Twelvemonth. 


